
Evangelism 
“Exercise thyself unto godliness.” -1 Timothy 4:7 

“I’m sure I don’t know a single Christian who would 
boldly say, ‘I am as evangelistic as I should be’...I’m 
convinced that the main reason many of us don’t 
witness for Christ...is simply because we don’t 
discipline ourselves to do it.” (99-100) 

What is evangelism? 
If we wanted to keep things simple, we could say 
that evangelism is communicating the gospel. One 
of the primary reasons Jesus has left his church on 
earth is to evangelize the nations: 

• Matthew 28:19-20—“Go, therefore, and make 
disciples of all nations...”  

• Mark 16:15—“Go into all the world and preach the 
good news to all creation” 

• John 20:21—“Peace be with you! As the Father sent 
me, I am sending you...” 

What about Ephesians 4:11? What if I don’t have 
the gift of evangelism? We have to read Ephesians 
4:12. Evangelists are Christians gifted at “equipping 
the saints to share the gospel.  

Why don’t we evangelize? 
There is a different excuse for every believer: 

• “I need special training to evangelize.” 
• “I’m afraid of rejection.” 
• “I could never go door to door.” 
• “Lives hang in the balance. What if I get it wrong?” 
• “I don’t have time!” 

The Barna Group reported some interesting 
findings about our fears regarding evangelism: 
“Nine out of ten individuals who attempt to explain their 
beliefs and theology to other people come away from those 
experiences feeling as if they have failed...The reality of human 
behavior is that most people avoid those activities in which 
they perceive themselves to be failures.” (103) 

Could it be that we feel like a failure because we 
have defined successful evangelism wrong? “We 
need to learn that sharing the gospel is successful 
evangelism.” (103) 

The Holy Spirit empowers us. 
Jesus told his disciples that the Holy Spirit would 
empower them as His witnesses (Acts 1:8). 
Consider this: If you have seen real gospel-driven 

life change, guess what? You already have the 
power you need to be a bold witness for Christ—
the Holy Spirit! We experience this power as we 
use words to communicate the gospel: 

• Romans 1:16—“For I am not ashamed of the gospel, 
for it is the power of God for salvation to everyone 
who believes, t0 the Jew first and also to the Greek.” 

• Romans 10:17—“So faith comes from hearing, and 
hearing through the word of Christ.” 

“Sharing the gospel is like walking around in a 
thunderstorm and handing out lightning rods. You 
don’t know when the lightning is going to strike or 
who it will strike, but you know what it’s going to 
strike—the lightning rod of the gospel.” (104)  

Evangelism takes discipline! 
We cannot afford to just wait for witnessing 
opportunities. Some of us may never encounter 
non-Christians if we don’t seek them out. We have 
to refuse to make excuses! 
Read Colossians 4:5-6. What does this imply 
should happen before evangelistic encounters? 
Here are some things to consider: 

• Some of us need to discipline ourselves to be with 
unbelievers. 

• Can you schedule meals with neighbors or co-
workers? 

• One great way to turn the conversation in a spiritual 
direction is to ask how you can pray for them. 

• You have to ask, you have to invite, you have to 
discipline yourself to evangelize: many opportunities 
for evangelism will never take place if you wait for 
them to occur spontaneously! 

Depending on your personality, you may excel more 
in serving or speaking to open doors for the gospel. 
Some of us enjoy hosting dinner or a cookout or 
doing some kind of community service project to 
connect with non-Christians. Others of us might 
gravitate toward leading a bible study in our 
workplace answering questions about Christianity. 
“People in our church have hosted home evangelism 
meetings. They invite neighbors, coworkers, and 
friends into their home for the expressed purpose of 
hearing a guest talk about Jesus Christ.” (110) 
 “If I never won souls, I would sigh till I did. I would break my 
heart over them if I could not break theirs. Though I can 
understand the possibility of an earnest sower never reaping, I 
cannot understand the possibility of an earnest sower being 
content not to reap.” –Charles Spurgeon 


