
Family Worship 
Evidence and history 

 “Fathers, do not provoke your children to anger, but bring them up in the 
discipline and instruction of the Lord.” -Ephesians 6:4 

What is family worship anyway? Whose job is it to 
educate and train our children in the scripture and 
spiritual truths? Who do you think is doing the 
majority of this spiritual training in todays 
Christian homes? Does anyone have a personal 
testimony of how family worship (or family 
devotions) may have impacted you? Is there 
evidence in scripture that would suggest that 
Family Worship is in fact a spiritual discipline? 

Here are a few passages that we 
ought to consider: 
v Genesis 18:17-19 

§ Children & household to keep the way of the Lord 
v Deuteronomy 6:4-7 

§ Teach the word to your sons diligently 
v Joshua 24:15 

§ My house will serve the Lord 
v Psalms 78:1-8 

§ Don’t conceal the word from your children 
v Proverbs 22:6 

§ Train up a child in the way he should go 
v Ephesians 6:4 

§ Bring them up in the discipline & instruction 
v 1 Timothy 3:4-5 

§ Manage the household in preparation to manage the 
church 

Family worship in church history 
Who are some of the great heroes of the church? 
How about these gentlemen for starters? 
Martin Luther (1483-1546) 
“Abraham had in his tent a house of God and a church, just as 
today any godly any pious head of a household instructs his 
children…in godliness. Therefore such a house is actually a 
school and church, and the head of the household is a bishop 
and priest in his house.” 

Matthew Henry (1662-1714) 
“If therefore our houses be houses of the Lord, we shall for 
that reason love home, reckoning our daily devotion the 
sweetest of our daily delights; and our family-worship the 
most valuable of our family-comforts…A church in the house 
will be a good legacy, nay, it will be a good inheritance, to be 
left to your children after you.” 

 
Jonathan Edwards (1703-1758) 
According to biographer George Marsden: “Began the day 
with private prayers followed by family prayers, by candlelight 
in winter…Care for his children’s souls was, of course, his 
preeminent concern. In morning devotions he quizzed them 
on scripture with questions appropriate to their ages…each 
meal was accompanied by household devotions, and at the 
end of each day Sarah joined him in his study for prayers.” 

Charles Spurgeon (1834-1892) 
“If we want to bring up a godly family, who shall be a seed to 
serve God when our heads are under clods of the valley, let us 
seek to train them up in the fear of God by meeting together 
as a family for worship.” 

Confessions of Faith 
Westminster Confession of Faith & Second 
London Confession of 1689 
“God is to be worshipped everywhere in spirit and in 
truth; as in private families daily, and in secret each one 
by himself.” 
Baptist Faith and Message (Adopted by the 
Southern Baptist Convention June 14th, 2000) 
Article XVIII – “Parents are to teach their children 
spiritual and moral values and to lead them, through 
consistent lifestyle example and loving discipline, to 
make choices based on biblical truth.” 

Commentary on Article XVIII -  
“From the beginning, God has used the family as the 
primary classroom and as the foremost object lesson for 
teaching His people about Himself and for challenging 
them to the holy lifestyle He demands…The family is the 
natural setting for molding and nurturing a child in the 
ways of the Lord (Prov. 22:6). Parents are admonished 
to take seriously their responsibility for the spiritual 
formation of their children by introducing them to God 
(salvation) and teaching them His Word (discipleship).”  

Ok, so where do I go from here? 
Take some time this week to pray about what God 
is calling you to do in your homes regarding family 
worship. If you are already having family worship in 
your home please come prepared to share what you 
currently do as an encouragement to the body of 
Christ. Next week we are going to cover: 
v The elements of family worship 
v The motivation for family worship 


