
EVANGELISM: 
how the whole church speaks of Jesus 

A Class drawn from Evangelism: How the Whole Church Speaks of Jesus by Mac Stiles (9Marks Building Healthy Churches Series), pp. 29-39 

Week 3 —Four Parts of Evangelism 
Last week, we learned the definition for evangelism: teaching the 
gospel with the aim to persuade. This week, we will break down the 
four parts of this definition, seeing how each part is an essential. 

Part #1: Teaching 
There is no evangelism if we do not use words. “We humans are 
unable to figure out a way of salvation on our own. Therefore, 
salvation must be revealed to us by God through his words.” (29) 
Question—Can you think of passages where we are 
instructed to teach? Who are we to teach? (e.g., Deut. 
11:19, Ps. 51:13, 2 Tim. 2:2, Col. 3:16) 
Jesus was driven by compassion to heal, feed, and care for the lost, but 
the first thing mentioned about his ministry: teaching  (Matt. 4:23). 
“Many of us think of preaching when we think of evangelism, as we 
should...But often when Paul described his ministry, he says it is a 
teaching ministry (1 Tim. 2:7; 2 Tim. 1:1)...Not all of us can be 
preachers, but we can all teach the gospel as opportunity comes.” (30) 
“If you do not know how to teach the gospel, you may not truly 
understand it. And if you do not understand it, you may not be a true 
Christian.” (30) 

Part #2: Gospel 
“There are two mistakes we can make about the gospel. We can make 
it too small or too big.” (31)  

• A shrunken gospel: We pretend the gospel only means ‘praying 
a prayer’ or not going to hell. 

• A bloated gospel: We add things—sometimes even good 
things such as moral living, caring for the poor, or baptism—as 
though they are critical for salvation. 

Definition: The gospel is the joyful message from God 
that leads us to salvation. 
The message of the gospel contains these 4 basic parts: 

• God: The Creator is loving, holy, and righteous. He will 
execute justice over his creatures. 

• Man: We are made in the image of God but fallen into sinful 
disobedience to God. 

• Christ: The Son of God became man in order to die on a 
cross in the place of sinners. He is resurrected in power and 
authority for the forgiveness of those who believe. 

• Response: We must turn from our sin and believe in Jesus. 

Part #3: Aim 
When we talk about aim, we are thinking about our purpose—our 
goal. “Our aim springs from understanding that everyone we talk to is 
headed to one of two ends: eternal life or eternal punishment” (34). 
As we think about our aim, it is not merely to communicate a certain 
set of principles but to speak in a way that our hearers are drawn to 
the Savior. This helps us to be compassionate, understanding, and 
loving (1 Peter 3:15)  “Our aim helps us to remember that much is at 
stake: to see people moved from darkness to light, from bondage to 
freedom” (35). 

Part #4: Persuade 
“Paul says we persuade others to follow Jesus (2 Cor. 5:11)...we 
persuade, but we do not manipulate; we persuade, but we are not the 
ones who bring about repentance or conversion.” (36) 
“We cannot produce conversion, neither can we produce genuine 
faith. This is the Holy Spirit’s territory.” (37) 
Question—What are proper methods of persuasion? 
What are improper methods of persuasion? 


