
Scripture 
memorization 

“Exercise thyself unto godliness.” -1 Timothy 4:7 

Why is it that we are able and eager to apply our 
memory to sports stats, shoe names and prices, the 
lyrics of pop songs, lines from our favorite 
movies...but not the Word of God?  
We think of memorization as one of the worst kinds 
of cruel and unusual punishment. It’s something we 
did as a child in school, in VBS, or Sunday School.  
“Frequently heard, also, is the excuse of having a bad memory. 
But what if I offered you one thousand dollars for every verse 
you could memorize in the next seven days? Do you think your 
attitude toward Scripture memory and your ability to 
memorize would improve?” (42) 

Memorization supplies Spiritual 
power. 
“When Scripture is stored in the mind, it is available 
for the Holy Spirit to take and bring to your 
attention when you need it most.” (42) 

• Psalm 119:11—“I have hidden your word in my heart 
that I might not sin against you” 

• Colossians 3:2—“Set your minds on things above, not 
on earthly things” 

• Ephesians 6:17—“and take...the sword of the Spirit, 
which is the Word of God” 

The spiritual power of Scripture is perfectly 
illustrated in Jesus’s encounter with Satan in the 
wilderness (Matthew 4:1-11). “One of the ways we 
can experience more spiritual victories is to do as 
Jesus did—memorize Scripture so that it’s available 
for the Holy Spirit to take and ignite within us 
when it’s needed.” (42) 

Memorization strengthens your 
faith. 
Consider the connection between Scripture 
memory and faith in Proverbs 22:17-19: 
“Incline your ear, and hear the words of the wise, and apply 
your heart to my knowledge, for it will be pleasant if you keep 
them within you, if all of them are ready on your lips. That 
your trust may be in the LORD, I have made them known to 
you today, even to you.” 

• “hear the words of the wise” 
• “apply your heart to my knowledge” 
• “it will be pleasant if you keep them within you” 
• “if all of them are ready on your lips” 
• “that your trust may be in the LORD” 

“Scripture memory is reinforced steel to a sagging faith.” (43) 

Memorization aids witnessing 
and counseling. 
On the day of Pentecost, the Spirit inspired Peter 
to stand and proclaim the good news of the Gospel 
to those in Jerusalem. If you read his sermon in Acts 
2:14-40, you might be surprised that the majority of 
his sermon consists of Old Testament quotations!  
“[Peter’s] experience illustrates how Scripture memory can 
prepare us for unexpected witnessing or counseling 
opportunities that come our way.” (43) 

Sometimes our lack of scripture memory and lack of 
evangelism go hand in hand. We are afraid to begin 
a Spiritual conversation with someone because we 
don’t have anything spiritual to say! “Until the 
verses are hidden in the heart, they aren’t available 
to use with the mouth!” (43) 
The psalmist wrote, “Your statutes are my delight; 
they are my counselors” (Psalm 119:24). In the same 
way that the Spirit can retrieve Scripture to counsel 
others, “so also will He bring it to our own minds in 
providing timely guidance for ourselves.” (43) 

Memorization stimulates 
meditation. 
“One of the most underrated benefits of memorizing Scripture 
is that it provides fuel for meditation. When you have 
memorized a verse of Scripture, you can meditate on it 
anywhere at anytime during the day or night.” (44) 

“Oh how I love your law. It is my meditation all the 
day!” (Psalm 119:97) 
“Imagine yourself in the midst of a decision and needing 
guidance, or struggling with a difficult temptation and 
needing victory. The Holy Spirit rushes to your mental 
arsenal, flings open the door, but all He finds is a John 3:16, a 
Genesis 1:1, and a Great Commission. Those are great 
swords, but they’re not made for every battle. How do we go 
about filling our personal spiritual arsenal with a supply of 
swords for the Holy Spirit to use?” (44) 

This week, you are challenged to memorize a verse 
a day, seven verses by next Sunday. Are you up for 
it? Next week, we will give you some memory aids! 


