
Stewardship 
“Exercise thyself unto godliness.” -1 Timothy 4:7 

When we talk about stewardship, we are seeking 
the answer to Jesus’ question: “Who then is the 
faithful and wise manager (steward), whom his 
master will set over his household?” (Matt. 25:23) 
Think about the things that have stressed you out 
this week: paying bills, making it to appointments, 
work, getting to church, grocery shopping. In your 
schedule, most of these daily issues fall into two 
categories: time and money.  
“Godliness results from a disciplined spiritual life. At the heart 
of a disciplined spiritual life is the discipline of time.” (131) 

The disciplined use of time. 
Somehow, after just 33 years, Jesus was able to 
confidently tell the Father, “I have brought you 
glory on earth by completing the work you gave me 
to do” (John 17:4). God has given us time—and 
work to do during that time. Here are ten truths to 
discipline your time to work for his Kingdom. 
#1 Beware that “the days are evil”  (Eph. 5:15-16) 
“There are great thieves of time that are the minions of the 
world, the flesh, and the Devil...the natural course of our 
minds, our bodies, our world, and our days leads us toward 
evil, not toward Christlikeness.” (132) 

#2 Time is preparation for eternity (2 Cor. 6:2) 
#3 Time is short (James 4:14) 
“When you think of an entire decade as only 120 months, a 
great chunk of life suddenly seems short.” (134) 

#4 Time is passing (1 John 2:17) 
“We speak of saving time, buying time, making up time, and 
so on, but those are illusions, for time is always passing...If I 
don’t discipline my use of time for the purpose of godliness 
now, it won’t be easier later.” (134)  

#5 The remaining time is uncertain (Prov. 27:1) 
“Neither youth nor strength, stardom nor stature obligates 
God to give us one more hour.” (135)  
#6 Time lost cannot be regained (John 9:4) 
“There are many things you can lose but then regain. Many a 
man has declared bankruptcy, only to amass an even greater 
fortune later. Time is different. Once it is gone, it is gone 
forever and can never be regained.” (135) 

#7 You are accountable to God for your time  
In Hebrews 5:12, “God chastised these Jewish Christians for 
failing to use their time in a way that would have led to 
spiritual maturity: ‘In fact, though by this time you ought to 

teachers, you need someone to teach you the elementary truths 
of God’s Word all over again!” (136) 

#8 Time is easily lost  (Prov. 24:33-34) 
You don’t have to do anything to lose time...If people threw 
away their money as thoughtlessly as they throw away their 
time, we would think them insane.” (137) 

#9 We value time at death (Proverbs 5:11-14) 
#10 We realize time’s value in eternity (Luke 16:25) 

The disciplined use of money. 
We give so much of ourselves to gain money: our 
time, our energy, our bodies. In many ways, when 
we spend our money, we spend ourselves. Here are 
ten truths to help us manage our money. 
#1 God owns everything you own (1 Cor. 10:26) 
“The question is not, ‘How much of my money should I give 
to God?’ but rather, ‘How much of God’s money should I 
keep for myself?’” (141) 

#2 Giving is an act of worship (Phil 4:18) 
#3 Giving reflects faith in God’s provision  
The widow of Mark 12:41-44 reminds us that “we will give to 
the extent that we believe God will provide for us.” (143) 

#4 Give sacrificially and generously (2 Cor. 8:1-2) 
“Wouldn’t you agree that if we are making more money than 
before but giving a smaller or even the same percentage than 
before, then we are not giving sacrificially?” (145) 

#5 Giving reflects spiritual trustworthiness  
“Whoever can be trusted with very little can also be trusted 
with much...” (Luke 16:10) 

#6 Give out of love, not legalism (2 Cor. 8:7) 
“God does not send you a bill. The church does not send you a 
bill...How much you give should be a reflection of how much 
you love God.” (147) 

#7 Give willingly, thankfully, and cheerfully  
“Each man should give what he has decided in his heart to 
give, not reluctantly or under compulsion , for God loves a 
cheerful giver.” (2 Cor. 9:7) 

#8 Give in response to real needs (Acts 2:43-45) 
#9 Giving should be planned and systematic (1 
Cor. 16:1-2) 
“Since many needs are ongoing—like missions and feeding the 
hungry and maintaining the ministry of the local church—it is 
better to give systematically and have occasionally special 
offerings than always to have special offerings.” (151) 

#10 Generous giving results in blessing (Luk. 6:38) 
Both time and money are precious stewardships 
from God. Let us manage them for godliness! 


