
EVANGELISM: 
how the whole church speaks of Jesus 

A Class drawn from Evangelism: How the Whole Church Speaks of Jesus by Mac Stiles (9Marks Building Healthy Churches Series), pp. 13-20 

Week 1 —Introduction 
There are few things that continue to confound and confuse 
Christians like evangelism. Some of us picture door-to-door 
witnessing. Some think of evangelistic programs like Vacation 
Bible School or overseas missions trips. Others think of events like 
revivals or pack-the-pew Sundays. Still others think of the 
traditional altar call. 
Question—What is evangelism? What is successful 
evangelism? And who evangelizes?  

“We need to know what we’re talking about when we say 
‘evangelism’, ‘conversion’, or even ‘gospel’. Those words raise 
different definitions in people’s minds...If Christians don’t 
understand those basic concepts, we will quickly spin out of the 
biblical orbit.” (18) 
This class is about evangelism, but more than that, it’s about 
developing a culture of evangelism. We aren’t talking about a 
certain program but about integrating the responsibility of every 
Christian to share the gospel into the life of our local church. 
“Much of our problem with evangelism is that we don’t have a big 
enough view of the church. I believe that God loves the world and 
has a wonderful plan for evangelism: his church.” (19) 
Question—What role does the church play in 
evangelism? Have you seen churches successfully 
develop a culture of evangelism?  

In our study together, we will talk about at least six different 
platforms we have to develop in order to cultivate a culture of 
evangelism: 

• Intentional evangelism preparation 
• A gospel-shaped way of life 

• Not assuming the gospel 
• Evangelism as a spiritual discipline 
• Prayer 
• Evangelistic leadership 

Question—Which of these areas do you think we 
excel in as a church? Where do we need work? 

It’s not until the final part of our class that we will actually get 
down to the nuts and bolts of how to share your faith with others. 
Are you entering these next weeks with a willing heart? It takes a 
whole church—all of its members working together—to share the 
gospel the way God intends. Will you do your part? 

Theme Verse—“Therefore, we are ambassadors for 
Christ, God making his appeal through us.”  

-2 Corinthians 5:20 

Class Outline: 
• Week 1: Introduction (p. 13-20) 
• Week 2: What is Evangelism? (p. 21-29) 
• Week 3: Four Parts of True Evangelism (p. 29-39) 
• Week 4: The Problem of Programs (p. 41-47) 
• Week 5: Ten Aspects of a Culture of Evangelism (p. 48-54) 
• Week 6: Ten Aspects of a Culture of Evangelism (p. 54-61) 
• Week 7: What Is the Church? (p. 62-71) 
• Week 8: What Does a Healthy Church Look Like? (p. 72-78) 
• Week 9: Becoming Intentional Evangelists (p. 79-90) 
• Week 10: Becoming Intentional Evangelists (p. 90-98) 
• Week 11: Actually Sharing Our Faith! (p. 99-107) 
• Week 12: Actually Sharing Our Faith! (p. 107-114) 
• Week 13: A Gospel Explanation (p. 115-118) 


