
How to Teach the Bible  
Syllabus 

 
I’m so glad you are interested in learning how to teach others the Bible! Teaching God’s Word is 
essential to everything we do as Christians: 

• Sharing the gospel (Matthew 4:23; Acts 19:9-10) 
• Making disciples (Matthew 28:19-20) 
• Growth in Christian maturity (Colossians 1:28) 

 
This class is different from a “How to Read the Bible” class, because the intention is not merely 
for you to learn how to read the Bible better—which you will, but to be able to pass the 
Scriptures on faithfully to others.  
 
The class breaks up into two parts: Part 1—Teaching and Part 2—Observing. This comes from 
Jesus’ command in Matthew 28:2o, “teaching them to observe all I have commanded you.” It’s not 
enough for us to merely be taught how to teach, we have to put it into practice! To observe the 
commands of Jesus is not merely to look on them, but to keep them—to do them. 
 
Many studies spend a lot of time teaching but not much time pushing students to actually put 
things into practice. This class will ask you to do both. Everything you learn you will be asked to 
put into practice. Practice. Practice. Practice. It’s the only way to become a better teacher. 
 
In Part 1, we will learn about teaching in theory. We will look at the Scriptures that show us the 
role of teachers in the Kingdom of God and what kind of character we should expect of them. 
We will learn that all teaching should center on Christ and drive at application. You will learn 
how to rightly divide the Word into an outline that fits the passage, and you will learn how to use 
helpful reference tools. 
 
An intermission stands between Parts 1 and 2. During this week, the class is encouraged to bring 
favorite children’s storybooks to sit and read in front of the class. This serves a few purposes. 
First, it will help members of the class to get comfortable presenting in front of one another. 
Second, it helps us see that good teaching actually stems from good reading. Third, it will 
prepare members of the class for teaching 75% of the Bible—narrative.  
 
In Part 2, we will practice teaching. Every other week, a lesson will be presented on a certain 
genre of Scripture, including literary devices that are particular to that genre. At the end of class, 
passages will be either chosen or assigned. Each class member will take home a Lab Worksheet 
and prepare a lesson on their selected passage (Teachers,  make sure to print enough 
blank Lab Worksheets to hand out the week before a Lab).  The following week will 
be a Lab where members of the class take turns teaching their lesson in 7-10 minutes. After each 
lesson, the instructor and other class members are encouraged to give constructive feedback. 
 



The teacher of the class is encouraged to create a variety of teaching scenarios for the students. 
Perhaps one week, class members can prepare a lesson as an FCA devotional at a high school. 
Another week, they may prepare a lesson for a ladies’ bible study of only two or three people. 
This will help class members get a feel for how teaching style should vary according to the 
setting. 
 
May God bless you in your faithfulness to teach the Bible! 
 
PART 1: Teaching 
Week 1—Introduction and Syllabus 
 
Week 2—The Role of the Teacher 

• Supremacy of Christ and his Word 
• Imperative of discipleship 
• Formal Teaching Roles: Pastors and Teachers 
• The Gender Issue 

Week 3—The Character of the Teacher: The Five Bare Necessities 
• Necessity of Regeneration and New Eyes to See 
• Necessity of Sound Doctrine 
• Necessity of Holy Living 
• Necessity of Personal, Regular Bible Reading 
• Necessity of Holy Spirit and Prayer 

Week 4—The Centrality of Christ 
• Salvation History 
• The Road to Emmaus 
• Driving at the Cross 
• Practice 

Week 5—The Necessity of Application 
• Teaching to Observe 
• Believe and Live  
• Application Grid 
• Practice 

Week 6—Rightly Dividing the Word 
• Reading in Context 
• Finding section breaks 
• Summarizing 
• Forming an outline 

Week 7—Using Helps 
• How to Use a Study Bible 
• How to Use a Commentary 
• How to Use a Concordance 

 



 
Intermission 
Week 8—Storytelling 

• Good teaching stems from good reading 
• Reading Children’s books 

 
PART 2: Observing 
Week 9—Lesson: Teaching Narrative 

 
Week 10—Lab: OT Narrative 
 
Week 11—Lab: NT Narrative 
 
Week 12—Lesson: Teaching Epistles 

 
Week 13—Lab: Epistles 
 
Week 14—Lesson: Teaching Poetry 

 
Week 15—Lab: Poetry 
 
Week 16—Lesson: Teaching Discourse and Parables 
 
Week 17—Lab: Discourse and Parables 


