
How to Teach the Bible 
Lesson 5: 

 Rightly Dividing the Word of Truth   
 
Every Text Has a Con-text 

• Paul commands Timothy in 2 Timothy 2:15—“Do your best to present yourself to God as 
one approved, a worker who has no need to be ashamed, rightly dividing the word of 
truth.” 

• As readers and teachers of God’s Word, we only rightly divide as we understand the 
context 

• Every passage of Scripture falls into these concentric contexts: 
o VERSE à CHAPTER à BOOK à BIBLE 

• Another important context for us: The People of God. God’s Word is given to us both 
individually and collectively. We read and teach the Bible best when we read and teach it 
within the context of the local church. 

How Do We Find Section Breaks? 
• In order to teach well, you have to first decide what passage to teach, and this requires 

discernment and attention to textual clues. The first step to a good lesson is choosing the 
passage properly, then being able to break it down into sections. 

• Is it a narrative? Can you discern the different scenes in the story?  
o Every story has a setting, a conflict, a rising action, climax, and conclusion 
o What is said by the characters is always important. 
o Try 1 Samuel 3:1-21 

• Is there an inclusio? Look for bookends that section off a passage like an introduction and 
conclusion. 

o Try James 1:2-12. 
• Look for keywords: therefore, now, behold, for, because, meanwhile, in order that, so 

then... These words usually indicate a section break or the start of a new idea 
o For example: Romans 5:1; 5:12; 8:1. 

• Once you have chosen a passage, use these same tools to determine the major sections of 
what you are trying to teach. Break it down into 3-5 parts. 

Summarize. Summarize. Summarize. 
• It’s important as a teacher that you are able to summarize the main sections of the passage 

in your own words. Read each section over and over again.  
• Try to summarize in as few words as possible. FEWER IS ALMOST ALWAYS 

BETTER! The more succinctly you can summarize each section, the better you will 
communicate to your listeners, and the better they will understand. 

Form a Replicable Outline. 
• Once you have summarized each of the sections, form an outline using those summaries. 

Can you give the main point of the entire passage? 
• REPLICABLE: Try your best to follow the order of the passage, so that others who 

hear will be able to go back and reproduce the same outline on their own. 


