
How to Teach the Bible 
Lesson 2: 

 The Character of the Teacher  
(The 5 Bare Necessities) 

 
NECESSITY #1: Regeneration 

• We need new eyes to see, new ears to hear, and a new heart to believe (Deut. 29:2-4; 
Mark 13:10-17) 

• Jesus opens our minds and hearts to the truth when we repent and believe (Acts 9:17-22; 
Luke 24:44-49) 

• An unregenerate teacher can only bring condemnation on himself/herself and dishonor to 
God (Romans 2:17-24) 

• An unregenerate teacher will destroy the church (Titus 1:10-16) 
 
NECESSITY #2: Sound Doctrine 

• We must follow the “pattern of sound words”, i.e., orthodoxy (2 Timothy 1:13-14) 
• We are not in search of something new, but the faithful passing down of something very 

old (2 Timothy 2:2; 1 Corinthians 11:1-2; Titus 1:9; 2:1) 
• False teaching will lead to false belief which will lead to false living and eternal 

destruction (2 Peter 2:1-3; Jude 1:3-4) 
• We are not rogue teachers, but we operate as members of the body of Christ (Ephesians 

4:11-12) 
 
NECESSITY #3: Holy Living 

• Those who teach will be held to a higher standard (James 3:1) 
• Our lives have the ability to either confirm or deny our teaching (1 Timothy 4:11-12; Titus 

1:16)  
• Conviction and repentance starts with me (Psalm 51:10-13; Luke 18:10-14) 
• Our holy living defends the gospel (1 Timothy 2:2; Titus 1:6) 
• Teachers set an example (Phil. 3:16-17) 

 
NECESSITY #4: Bible Reading 

• We cannot teach what we do not understand ourselves (1 Timothy 1:6-7) 
• We must be reading the Bible on a daily basis (Joshua 1:8;  Deuteronomy 6:6-9) 
• Good teaching of the Bible begins with good reading (Luke 24:25-27) 

 
NECESSITY #5: Holy Spirit and Prayer 

• The Holy Spirit inspired God’s Word, and he teaches us (John 14:25-26; 1 John 2:27) 
• The Holy Spirit gives us the ability to teach with boldness when we pray (Acts 4:31) 
• The Holy Spirit protects the gospel in us (2 Timothy 1:14) 
• We pray that the Spirit would change hearts and lives (2 Thess. 3:1; Ezekiel 36:27)  


