
Jonah: 
God’s Love 

and 

God’s Plan 
Teacher’s Edition 

 

 

 

 
Pastor Chad Ashby 

College Street Baptist Church 

Newberry, SC 



 

Study #1 

Jonah 
“More than Just a Fish Tale” 

Teacher’s Edition 
Intro: 

 
What is the overarching principle of Jonah?  

 

What’s the first thing that comes to mind when you think “Jonah”? 
Response: It’s a Whale story--it’s about God and Jonah (mostly) 

partly due to attendance of too many Vacation Bible Schools, most of 

us have probably not even given the book of Jonah a second glance since 5th 
grade assuming we already understand the “children’s story” about a big fish 

swallowing a disobedient Jonah. 

 
JONAH IS NOT ABOUT A FISH!!! 

In fact, the miracle of the fish is just a vehicle used by God to 

accomplish a much greater task: the salvation of the Gentile nation of 
Assyria. 

So Jonah is actually a picture of what Christ does in His incarnation; 

He brought salvation to the nations, not just one nation (Israel). 
 

Here’s the overarching principle of Jonah: Salvation to the Nations 

Two Main Themes: 
1. God’s Love 

Mercy, Election 

2.  God’s Desire to Use Us 
Patience, Persistence  

 

Background: 
 

The Nation of Assyria (8th century B.C.) 

Nineveh, The Capital City  
The King of Nineveh was the king of the known world at the time. 

A cruel kingdom 

They were known to use hooks in the noses and mouths of their 
captives. (See II Kings 19:28 for God’s Ironic remarks to Sennacherib of 

Assyria) 

A place of debauchery and sin  
 

The Nation of Israel (8th century b.c.) 

Nation under siege 
Parts of the Israelite kingdom had already been carried off into 

exile by the Assyrian armies. (II Kings 15:29) 

A state of complacency 
she is no different from the other nations.  Israel is not seeking 

after God…following from that, Israel is obviously not seeking to be 

the “City on a Hill” as a shining example of what a nation following 
after God will look like. 
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A place of debauchery and sin (Hosea 4:1-2,11-14) 

If we read some of Hosea, who was a contemporary of Jonah, we 
can see the extent of Israel’s unfaithfulness. 

 In fact, the whole book of Hosea is a metaphor of the 

relationship between God (the faithful husband) and Israel (the 
adultress, unfaithful, unloving, and uncaring wife.) 

 

The man Jonah  
 A Prophet of the Lord 

We can assume that Jonah has been a prophet for some time 

before the story begins.  We have no account of his calling, and the 
call the Jonah is not surprising to him. 

 A Comfortable Guy 

up to this point has been comfortable…he is a prophet among his 
own people. 

 A Prophet to the Politically Correct and Spiritually Dead 

He is a prophet to a nation of complacent individuals who are 
willing to liberally accept any and all religions that come their way. 

(sound familiar?) 

 
So as we delve into this scripture, keep in mind Jonah’s situation, where he is 

living, with whom he is used to interacting, and what kind of people to which God 

has called him. 
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Jonah 1:1-3 
Verse 1-2: The Calling 

Nothing new to a prophet like Jonah 
The nature of God’s words to Jonah here implies that Jonah is 

already a prophet of God, and he has already had similar directions 

from God concerning the Israelites in the past. 
 

Assyria’s sin: like a rising stench in the nose of God   

Unlike the fragrance of the altar of incense in the temple that 
went up as a pleasing aroma before the Lord, the sin of Assyria was like 

the whiff of garbage that ascends from a dump. 

Consider how your sin smelled to God... 
Were we not once like the Gentile nation of Assyria? we 

all once were liars, cheaters, haters, adulterers.  each of us used 

to harbor bitterness, anger, lust, and all other forms of evil. 
bottom line: before Christ, we were all sinners wallowing 

in our filth apart from the law of God…yet God sent One to us to 

bring us to repentance and right standing with God. 
God’s calling to Jonah demonstrated his love.  

God could have left the Assyrians to die in their sin.  He let 

the entire land of Canaan continue headlong in their sins for 
over 400 years.  However, he sent Jonah to Nineveh.  Why?  

Because of his love.  There is no other explanation! 

 
Jonah’s part 

It wasn’t his job to force repentance. 

God is not calling Jonah to cause the Ninevites to repent.  
In fact, he doesn’t even tell Jonah that repentance is an option.   

He was only to Declare, “Thus Sayeth the Lord.” 

Jonah was meant only to point out the truth.  The sins of 
the people were offensive to God.  Conviction, whether it came or 

not, was the work of God.  

  What is our part? 
In this way we can also see ourselves in Jonah’s place.  

God is not calling us to Force others to come to him.  He simply 

asks us to spread the message, in word and action. 
 

Verse 3: Jonah’s Response 

 Jonah Ran from His Calling. Why? 
  Fear of Man. 

Assyria was a powerful and sinful nation.  How welcome 

do you think Jonah would have been?  They may have tortured 
and killed him! 

  He thought the Assyrians were undeserving sinners. 

He was right.  The problem was that Jonah didn’t realize 
he was an undeserving sinner as well.  God’s mercy was not 

Jonah’s to dole out.  He was attempting to limit God’s mercy.  He 
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did not desire to see the mercy of God showered on the wicked 

Assyrians. 
 We run from His calling.  Why? 

Fear of Man (we are even less faithful than Jonah). 

We have some of the same fears as Jonah, but Is it really a 
life and death issue for us to share our faith in this nation? 

  We think some are less deserving of the Gospel of Christ. 

Do we see some people as less desirable, or even less 
deserving of the Gospel of Christ? 

 

 
 
Will you flee the calling? 

  Jonah fled...as far as humanly possible. 

Tarshish was literally the furthest place in the known 
world away from Nineveh.  He was quite clear about his 

intentions to flee God’s Call. 

  Will you do better? 
 

 Jonah’s Estimation Problem: 

  He thought God’s mercy was small. 
Jonah did not realize the amazing wealth of mercy he 

himself had received.  He believed God’s mercy was meant only for 

the people of Israel, and he would not play a part in spreading 
the mercy of God to other hostile nations. 

   

 

Thoughts on Assyria: 

  Look at Romans 9:24-26 

   “those who were not [his] people”—That was us. 
If God had not been willing to call us from 

among the Gentiles, those who “were not My people” 

and “her who was not beloved”, we would not have 
come into the grace in which we now stand. 

    “Children of the Living God”-This is us. 

We have received mercy.  How rich is that 
mercy?  Doesn’t it compel you to want to share God’s 

mercy with others? 

No one merits God’s Favor. 
 Not Israel. 

 Not Assyria. 

 Not us. 
Freely we have received God’s favor.  Will we freely 

call others to experience this same favor? Jonah was 

blessed to be a part of the chosen people of God.  There was 
nothing the nation of Israel did to merit God’s favor, yet he 

chose them…should he not then out of gratitude follow 

God’s call and seek to spread the love of God to other 
nations? 
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We know God’s mercy is huge. 

As Christians, we know our state before God’s intervening 
mercy: We were sinners standing under the wrath of God.  If we 

know what God’s mercy has rescued us from, then we have to 

realize that this mercy is bigger than we could ever imagine.  It 
must be spread to the world. 

 

This week contemplate the mercy God has extended to you.  What will be your 
response? Will you follow in Jonah’s footsteps? 

What is God’s calling in your life?  Maybe the Holy Spirit is calling you 

to witness to a family member, a co-worker, or a neighbor.  Why have you 
been fleeing the call?  Is God calling you to be involved in a ministry at 

church?  Why have you been fleeing the call?  Is God calling you to pray with 

your wife or children?  Why have you been fleeing the call?  Don’t sail to 
Tarshish!  Heed God’s calling! 

 

Next time, we will look at God’s provision for Jonah and God’s desire for Jonah to be 
a part of His Plan. 



Jonah 1:4-6 
“The Lord begins His chase…” 

 

Study #2 

Teacher’s Edition  

 
 

This week:  We will see what God will do about Jonah’s notion that he 

can flee from God’s presence… 

 

Verse 4: The Storm 

 How does Jonah, the author, view this storm? 

In writing this book, Jonah is explaining how God 

showed Jonah exactly how much good it did in fleeing from 

before the LORD. 

 A storm was hurled. 

  The word “HURLED” is the same word used in 1 Samuel 18 

referring to when Saul threw the spear at Jonathan.  This is 

not a light word; it implies force and magnitude.  

  Think about the Greek God Zeus who would hurl 

lightning bolts.  It’s this kind of word. 

Not Mere Coincidence: The LORD caused this storm. 

The verb “hurled” expresses a causative action as 

opposed to a simple action, so if we were to read the 

implications of this word, it actually means, “The 

LORD caused to hurl a great wind.” 

What does this mean?  This storm was not mere 

coincidence or happenstance.  The LORD caused these 

events to happen.  

Jonah, the author, realized that the Lord will always 

accomplish his plan. 

So Jonah is telling us the storm hit with so much 

force that only God could have caused it.  Looking 

back at the experience, Jonah realized that God was 

Rehash from Study #1: 

the overarching principle of Jonah: Salvation to the Nations 

Two Main Themes: 

1. God’s Love 

2.  God’s Desire to Use Us  

 

The Calling: God’s act of love to a wicked people 

The Response: Jonah’s flight 

  

What calling of God are you running from in the opposite 

direction? 
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showing him that he was deceived if he thought he 

could ever flee from God.  

God’s pursuit is a pursuit of love, not of vengeance. 

the Storm God used to get Jonah’s attention was 

not a form of vengeance.  it was a way of God 

showing His Divine Love for Jonah, wishing for him to 

take part in the great work that God was about to do 

in Assyria. 

  Jonah, the Character, thought he could escape God’s Plan. 

 The LORD will accomplish His Plan.  When He 

seeks after us, he will do whatever it takes to get our 

attention, this shows just how much He loves us. 

God, Why Jonah?  Weren’t there other prophets who could 

do the job? 

  Of course there were other prophets in Israel 

during Jonah’s ministry.  wouldn’t it have been easier 

for God to give up on Jonah and to bestow this blessing 

upon a more willing Prophet? 

God sent the storm out of love. 

    It wasn’t Judgment. 

    It was Tough Love. 

 God was intent on using his son Jonah to 

bring about salvation.  It was God’s love that 

sent the storm, not his judgment. 

   God was determined to use Jonah in his plan. 

    It was for Jonah’s joy. 

    It was for Jonah’s growth. 

 

God, why Me?  Aren’t there others who could do the Job? 

The fact is, God could use others.  However, he 

loves you, and he wants you to experience the joy 

and growth that comes through following his 

command.  

Question: How does the LORD cause things to 

happen around us to get our attention?  Any 

specific situations? 
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Verse 5: Jonah’s Response Part II 

Jonah heard the very voice of God.  Why Wasn’t that enough to 

inspire action? 

  Jonah hears the voice of the LORD directly telling him 

exactly what he ought to do: go to Nineveh and tell them 

that they will soon be destroyed because of their evil. 

 If you heard God speak audibly, wouldn’t you respond? 

 Surely, after hearing the voice of God, a man 

would be willing to do what He asks right?  Wouldn’t 

you?  Assuming none of us have heard God’s audible 

voice, would we not immediately respond if we heard 

one of God’s commands spoken to us by God himself?  

 Jonah was a prophet.  God’s voice had become familiar. 

Jonah was a prophet of God; he probably had 

heard God speak to him in many different ways at 

many different times over the years.  He was used to 

hearing god’s voice. 

The Storm was Phase II of God’s command. 

 

God said, “Maybe you missed it Jonah.  Perhaps this storm 

will better communicate what I want.” 

 

It was the storm of the century, Yet Jonah slept. 

Jonah has become so complacent in His running 

from God that he is asleep in the hull of the boat.  He is 

in a DEEP sleep no less.  Jonah is sleeping through this 

amazing occurrence that only God could have 

brought about--a storm that these sailors would 

brag about braving at their local taverns.  yet 

Jonah, is sound asleep. 

Pretend you are Jonah looking back at the whole story as you 

write this book.  how has your attitude changed?  

 

Do you think Jonah has a different outlook now as he writes this 

book?  

 

“Please, please, whatever you do, do NOT follow in my footsteps.  

Look at the amazing work I was running from.  Look at how God 

sought me out.  Look at how much easier it could have been!” 
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  We look down on Jonah for ignoring the command of God. 

YET… 

What is the Bible? 

 Is it not the Word of God?  In fact, the 

written Word leaves even less room for 

misunderstanding, because it is not just 

spoken once, it is written down to be read 

over and over again. 

What does James have to say about complacent 

faith? (James 2:14-24) 

So… 

God has given us a command: His Word. 

 His Word has just as much meaning written 

on a page as it does spoken out loud as it was to 

Jonah. 

Are we numb to the voice of God like Jonah? 

 Do we really believe that God’s 

instructions and callings in the Bible truly 

apply to us? 

When God brings storms into our lives, do they wake us, or 

do we sleep through them? 

 

Verse 6: Always on His mind 

 Consider the Greek Gods and the Pagan Gods. 

They were like people, but they were immortal. 

 When the captain tells Jonah to pray to his god, 

he assumes Jonah is a follower of a god like his and 

like the gods of the other sailors. 

They were fickle and uncaring toward human beings. 

 These gods were thought to frequently change 

their minds, and they often gave no thought to the 

humans that they involved in their affairs. 

How is our God different? 

 

Our God is not arbitrary.  

 God is always giving thought to us; if you 

haven’t seen this in the first 5 verses of this book, you 

will never see it. 

In this story, God’s every thought is of Jonah 

and of how He can get him back on track. 
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His plan is always for our good. (Romans 8:28) 

  Praise be to the LORD that He does care for us 

and that He is ALWAYS thinking of our good. 

the Sea Captains said, “PERHAPS God will give a thought to 

us!” But… 

 

we know for certain that God in his violent love for 

us is willing to do whatever it takes to accomplish His 

purpose for our lives, and he is ALWAYS giving thought to 

us. 

 

 
 

Next week: Look further at the story as Jonah first begins to turn 

back to God. 

 

So looking back at these verses, we see: 

1. The LORD will accomplish His plan in us.  We saw the 

beginnings of this through the storm He sent to get Jonah’s 

attention. 

2.  We saw Jonah’s response to God, the way he easily ignored 

the commands of God and became used to hearing the Word of 

God.  We also looked at how we are like Jonah in that we 

often become complacent in our attitude toward God’s 

written Word. 

3. Finally we saw that God is always thinking of us; He is 

always seeking to benefit us and to grow us closer to Himself. 
 



Jonah 1:7-12 
“The realization” 

Teacher’s Edition 

 

Study #3 

 
 

This week: A Changing Man – we see the process as God breaks Jonah’s 

heart. 

  

Verses 7-8: The Power of God 

Why did is the author include this comment about the men casting 

lots?  

Jonah could have written, “I admitted it was my fault the 

storm had come, and they threw me in the sea.”  Why does he 

include the bit about the casting of lots? 

Jonah, the author, is emphasizing the powerful nature of the true 

presence of God. 

 

Even these lost men knew that God was present.  

This is why they sought to find out who was 

responsible for disrupting such a powerful deity.  In the 

storm, these men who had no knowledge of the Scriptures, 

and who followed after pagan gods were astounded by the 

power of this storm.  They assumed it must have been hurled 

upon them by an extremely powerful deity. 

Look at Psalm 18:7-15 – The power of our God. 

 

What motivated the sailors to cast lots?  For what reason? 

Think about this for a second: they wanted to cast lots.  

What is the reason for this?  Each man wanted to exonerate 

himself from the guilt of this punishment.  They believed that they 

could all pin the storm upon one man, as if they could somehow 

make themselves innocent by blaming another man.  How quickly 

were the men to blame another before looking within 

themselves? 

Review from Study #2: 

1. The LORD will accomplish His Plan (i.e. the storm) 

2. Jonah’s Response (part II) 

His complacency and familiarity 

Hard heart against with God’s voice 

3. God is Always thinking of us 

He wants us to know the joy of taking part in His plan. 

He knows what is best for us. 
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Do you think it was typical practice to cast lots every time there was a 

storm? 

Every time there’s a storm, they sit down on the deck and 

roll dice to see whose fault it was this time? OF course not.  This 

was a last ditch effort to appease whoever it was that had sent 

the storm.  They had already tried everything humanly possible; 

they had already tossed everything off the ship and fought the 

storm with everything they had. 

“The lot fell to Jonah” 

  

This brings an immediate frantic nature to the men.   

We see that they begin to ask all kinds of questions 

trying to figure out what Jonah had done.  They want to 

know exactly what kind of god they are dealing with. 

God’s power is over the huge storm, and over the tiny lot.   

We can see once again God’s power…the lot could 

have easily fallen to any other man; lots are merely a 

chance game.  However, God wanted the credit for the 

storm, and He had plans to accomplish through it.  Not 

only did he exercise power over the large things, but also 

the small things. 

 

Verse 9: Jonah hides his guilt 

The men ask 21 questions. Why? 

 

Think about it.  Why were lots cast in the first place? 

 

Guilt. 

They were seeking to figure out exactly who was 
responsible, who was the guilty party. 

However, Jonah avoided his sin all together.  

Not once does he admit what he has done wrong.  Instead 

he distracts the men with his credentials. 

He lists HIS credentials instead.  

 

He is a Hebrew.   

What did this mean to the men?  They were 

messing with the God of Abraham.  All of the pagan 

nations were familiar with the power of the God of 

the Israelites even though they did not seek to honor 

Him. 
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He fears the Lord of the Heavens who made the sea and the 

land. 

This is one powerful God Jonah claims to 

worship.  By asserting that his God rules the heavens, 

the seas, and the lands, does this not cover every 

area known to man? Jonah’s God rules everything.  

Who of the others could claim that about the golden 

or bronze idol they worshipped in their local towns? 

Don’t be deceived.  What is Jonah’s purpose? 

Let us not also become enamored with Jonah’s 

rhetoric…what is the force or the emphasis behind these 

statements? What is his purpose here? 

Is Jonah really trying to inspire awe for God in his claims? 

  

Jonah is promoting one thing: himself.   

He is puffing himself up before these men, almost 

as a way of saying, “Back off! Do you really know 

who you are dealing with?” 

Twice in one sentence Jonah uses the emphatic 

pronoun “I”.  In the Hebrew language, it is unnecessary 

to include the pronoun, unless you are trying to 

emphasize it.  When Jonah says, “I am a Hebrew”, and, “I 

fear the Lord, the God of heaven”, the emphasis is not 

on God; the emphasis is on “I”—-on Jonah. 

Not a change of heart, but a prideful diversion. 

What looked at first to be a change of heart as 

Jonah seems to realize that God is after him is 

actually a prideful statement meant to take the focus 

off of his sin and to place it upon his “outstanding 

credentials.” 

Verse 10: The Reaction 

The Sailors: utter panic. 

These Gentile men were so frightened.  There is an emphasis 

on the fear because the statement is actually, “And the men were 

afraid with great fear.” 

“What is this you have done?!” 

They understand the severity of the circumstance in 

which they found themselves.  This was the God of Heaven, 

Earth, and water.  This was the Hebrew God.  Legends had 

been told about this God who conquered powerful nations 

like Egypt and the Canaanites. 
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These men understood whom Jonah was running 

from.  Which prompts their question: “What is this you have 

done!?” 

They realized their boat carried a fugitive of the Almighty God. 

Jonah had already told them that he was running 

from God, but now they knew just what God he was 

running from: The Almighty God of the Hebrews. 

Jonah’s Reaction: Realization. 

 

 “What is this you have done?!” say the Sailors. 

Think of this moment as the turning point of the 

story: It finally hits Jonah.  When the sailors yell at him, 

you can picture Jonah as his whole demeanor changes.  The 

sailors, who are not Godly in any sense, still realize the 

gravity of what Jonah has done. 

”WHAT IS IT I HAVE DONE!?!?!” says Jonah in his heart. 

Jonah is finally realizing what he has just said; he is 

a Hebrew.  He serves the God of heaven, earth, and sea.  He 

finally opens his eyes to the storm around him and sees the 

power of God.   Jonah’s disposition changes immediately 

from one of pride to one of utter guilt and shame. 

Verse 11-12: God breaks Jonah 

“What should we do to you,” the men ask.   
Not what should we do to the boat or what should we do 

the water…what should we do to you.  The men know that Jonah 
must appease this God he has stirred up against them, and God 

reveals to these men that something must be done to Jonah. 

Jonah finally sees his guilt before God. 

Picture Jonah as he stands on the ship and realizes his 

guilt.  He realizes his sin.  He looks up at the dark sky as it 

rains down on him and rumbles and cracks with lightning.  

He feels the sweeping of the waves as they flow across the 

deck.  He watches the men as they hold on for dear life.  He 

realizes that it is his entire fault.  He is the one that ran 

from God’s plan. 

What is Jonah’s solution?   

 

Humble self-denial.   

In his humble state, Jonah resigns to himself: “I 

deserve to die, let them kill me, and surely God will be 

appeased.” 
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He accepts his guilt and is ready to die to save the ship. 

This is the picture of the broken Jonah: One who 

has no pride as he stands before the raw power of God 

Almighty.  

 

 
 

Next week we will begin to see how God provided for Jonah. Now that 

he is at rock bottom, God can begin to build him back up. 

Each of us Christians has had this same realization moment.  

When we stood before the raw power of a holy and Almighty God 

and realized we deserved to die for running contrary to his plan. 

 

Can we really boast before anyone in our own credentials? 

 Read Romans 3:10-20 (our state before God apart from Christ). 

 

It took the intervention of the Almighty God. 

Read Romans 3:21-28 (salvation is an act of mercy from a God 

who desires to rescue people running the opposite direction). 

  

As we see Jonah with a broken heart before the Almighty 

God, we realize that what seemed to be an act of vengeance—-the 

storm—-was actually an act of mercy.  It is God’s mercy that will 

not allow men to run away from His Plan.  The love of God seeks 

men who are running full stride away from him, and brings them 

to the end of themselves.  Only humble men see their need for 

salvation. 

 Praise be to God who has humbled us with the storms of life 

to bring us to the realization that we deserve death.  However, as 

we will see next week, God does not abandon us to die. 



Jonah 1:13-17 
“God’s Irresistible Pleasure” 

Teacher’s Edition 

 

 
 

This week:  We need to take the focus off of Jonah and to place the 

focus upon God. This is the way the book intends to direct us.  We are 

to see the workings of God above all; His divine plan trumps all. 

 

This week we will delve into three main points: 

1. Resistance is Futile 

2. God acts according to His Pleasure 

3. God’s provision for the His minister 

 

Verse 13: Resistance is Futile 

From Last week: 

We heard Jonah’s admission: HE is the servant of the Lord, the 

Almighty God of the heavens and the land and the sea.   

 

We saw the sailors react with absolute terror.  

They understood the implications of disobeying this 

God, for they had heard of the force that had come against 

nations that had opposed the Israelites.  They knew of the 

plagues of Egypt and the absolute devastation suffered by 

Jericho and other heathen nations of Canaan. 

YET, these men still tried to resist the powers of this God.  

 

They truly valued the life of a man, even a guilty man, an 

interesting thing from a group of sea hardened sailors.  

Even though Jonah had openly confessed his sin and 

was ready to accept his punishment, these men still tried to 

get out of the storm without having to throw Jonah in. 

 

Review from Study #3: 

1. Power of God: The Storm and the lot.  God’s power reaches 

into both the large and the small details. 

2. Jonah hides his guilt: Jonah sought to mask his sin by 

pointing to his credentials. 

3. The reaction: The sailors recognized the gravity of Jonah’s 

sin, while Jonah missed it. 

4. God breaks Jonah: He finally realized his culpability, and he 

humbled himself, being willing to die to save the others. 
 

Study #4 
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Don’t miss the Contrast: 

On the one hand, Jonah, the prophet of God is running from 

Nineveh because he has no mercy on the Sinful people 

there.   

He did not desire for God to save them and truly 

wished God would just get the judgment over with 

and destroy the city.   

On the other hand, a group of pagan sailors are willing to 

put their lives on the line to try to save sinful Jonah. 

Jonah is unwilling to go and show mercy to a 

nation when under direct edict from God, yet these 

pagan men are willing to try to show mercy to Jonah 

even though it is against God’s will. 

What became of the Sailors’ resistance? 

 

The storm increased, and the seas came upon them. 

It was like God was saying, “Do not show mercy to 

this man, for I have other plans”. 

The sailors took the hint. 

These men understood that they were suffering the 

divine wrath of a great God, and when conditions 

worsened, they got the hint. 

God had His purpose and He would not be denied his 

workman. 

We will see later that God has not given up on 

Jonah, but first he must humble Jonah to the point 

where he can be used. 

The sailors had good intentions, but God’s were better. 

God will not be denied His divine will.  He knew 

the plans he had for Jonah and through Jonah.  The 

sailors could not know what God had in store for 

Jonah.  They were simply trying to avoid what they 

saw as certain death for Jonah. 

 

Verses 14-16: God acts according to His pleasure 

The sailors utter One Last Plea. 

It’s an intense prayer. 

this phrase here at the beginning of verse 14 Indicates 

intense pleading.  The sentence actually repeats the phrase, 

“oh Please, Oh Please” twice within the first couple of 

words.   
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Another Contrast:  

The remorseful Sailors when faced with the perishing 

of one man. 

These men feel remorse about having to 

toss Jonah into the deep blue sea.  once again, 

the hearts of the sailors are amazing 

considering that they are pagan seamen.  Their 

feelings toward Jonah are unmerited and put 

Jonah to shame. 

The remorseless prophet of God when faced with the 

perishing of the entire city of Nineveh. 

  Jonah experienced the mercy of sailors 

whom he endangered through his own sin, but 

he had no mercy for an entire city of people who 

were about to perish under the wrath of God. 

They “Let go, and let god”. 

 

“For You, LORD, have done according to your pleasure.” 

  

They sought to absolve themselves of Jonah’s blood by 

acknowledging God’s control. 

  The sailors tried to save Jonah everyway 

possible, but God kept putting roadblocks in their 

way.  They were at their wits end, and they realized it 

must be God’s desire for Jonah to be cast into the sea. 

The author makes it clear that the sailors were justified in 

tossing Jonah overboard. 

The sailors understood the significance of the 

circumstances, they saw the signs from the LORD, and 

they did what He required of them to calm the storm. 

The sailors have stumbled upon a very important 

theological point: God acts according to his pleasure.   

These men claimed that God delighted in what he 

had done, and that they were simply complying with 

His divine will. 
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So the men throw Jonah in.  

 

What else results from God’s plan? 

Worship. 

 “They feared the LORD with great fear  

and they sacrificed a burnt offering to the LORD  

and they heaped up vows.” 

It was God’s plan to create the storm, to get the 

sailors to toss Jonah overboard, and to cause the seas to 

immediately subside, in order that these pagan sailors 

would glorify His name and offer sacrifices to Him. 

Basically, God causes glory to be brought to His 

name, and what more does God delight in than in His own 

glory? 

Changed Hearts. 

These men were finally confronted by the most 

powerful God who held each of their lives in His hand, and 

they were thankful to the LORD for sparing them. 

 

 

This raises some very interesting questions: 

1. If God does according to his pleasure, does this mean that God 

takes pleasure in everything that He does? 

 

2. Does God delight in the condemnation of sinners? 

 

3. Doesn’t the Bible teach that God desires that all men should 

come to the salvation? 

 

God’s righteousness requires that God punish sin, but he does 

not delight in bringing wrath upon sin.  However, He is glorified 

through the exercise of Justice upon wrongdoing.  When justice 

reigns, God’s glory is displayed, and God will always be glorified. 

The sailors understood that God works his plan to bring himself 

delight.  Not every step of God’s plan brings him pleasure, but he 

calculates his plans to bring him immense pleasure.  It did not please 

God to see Jonah running from him; however, God allowed Jonah 

to run because he was delighted to rescue Jonah from the depths 

(which we will see in verse 17!). 
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Verse 17: God’ provision for Jonah 

It is interesting to note that verse 17 is actually verse 1 of 

Chapter 2 in the Hebrew Bible, and chapter 2 is the chapter that 

contains Jonah’s Prayer of repentance.  This structuring focuses the 

reason for Jonah’s Prayer: God’s provision. 

How else could God have saved Jonah from death at sea?   

Can you really think of anything besides defying the laws of 

gravity and making Jonah completely buoyant?  However, if God had 

done this, it would have appeared to the sailors that they had done 

something God had not willed and that He was trying to prevent the 

death of Jonah. 

God appointed a fish. 
 

It was His intention to save Jonah. 

This is extremely important in view of the previous 

discussion on God doing according to His delights.  We see 

that God delights in saving Jonah. 

 Why are God’s intentions so important? 

God didn’t save Jonah because of anything Jonah had 

done.  It was solely the purpose of God to rescue Jonah 

whether he was running from God or not.  It didn’t matter 

how Jonah was sinning against God, it was God’s pleasure 

to rescue sinful Jonah. 

 

 
 

Next week we will see Jonah’s reaction of repentance to God’s divine 

intervention of salvation on his behalf. 

God does not save according to merit. 

 

There is nothing we can do to cause God to choose to save us.  

He simply delights in bestowing his grace and mercy on horrible 

sinners like Jonah, like us.  This is a comfort to us all, because if it 

were left up to us, we would all be drowning at the bottom of the 

sea. 

This point ought to inspire gratitude, for in Jonah, we see 

ourselves.  We understand our sin and the gravity of our 

depravity.  Yet we are unable to do anything to repair the 

situation.  We were just like Jonah—-slowly sinking to the bottom 

of the ocean.  But the Lord’s great love and mercy came to our 

rescue.  Amazing. 



Jonah 2:1-10 
“Penitent Penitentiary Prayer” 

Teacher’s Edition 

 

 

This week we will study Jonah’s prayer of repentance.  We are going 

to see how God’s salvation of Jonah is a picture of God’s salvation 

for His people, the Church. 

 

Here are our questions to ponder: 

1. What was Jonah’s status before God? 

2. Where did his hope lie? 

3. What is god’s response to a repentant Heart? 

 

Verses 3-6: What was Jonah’s status before God? 

Jonah was in distress: He sank into the depths. 

After being cast into the sea, God did not send the fish 

immediately.  In fact, God let him sink to the bottom of the ocean.   

Picture Jonah as the waves crash upon him, as the current 

draws him under.  Jonah felt he was sinking into “the belly of 

Sheol—the Netherworld.”  The water is drawing him below the 

surface; he is unable to fight the strong undertow, and he gives 

in to the violence of the seas. 

Jonah was helpless: He prepared for death. 

 

 His efforts failed. 

Verse 7 says, “To the roots of the mountains I sank; 

the earth and her bars to imprison me forever.”  Jonah was 

brought to the point of death.  He had realized that he 

could not fight the waves and the sea any longer.  Verse 8 

says that his soul was quickly fading away, and in verse 6 

Jonah indicates that before God’s intervention he was at 

the brink of death. 

Review from Study #4: 

1. Resisting God is worthless; God will accomplish his purposes. 

a. The seamen still tried to row out of the storm, but they 

had to give in. 

b. Jonah could not resist God’s Plan for his life. 

2. God does what delights him: He saves lost souls. 

3. God will make provision for his people.  The big fish wasn’t a 

punishment as much as it was salvation for his child who was 

sinking into the depths of the sea. 
 

Study #5 
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Death was quickly swallowing him. 

After giving up hope in his own ability to fight for 

survival, he consented to be drawn deeper and deeper into 

the depths of the sea.  ”water encompassed me to the edge 

taking my life.  The deep surrounded me.” 

Jonah was Humbled: Only God could save him.   

Jonah finally realized how utterly worthless and helpless 

he was before God.  Did God really need Jonah for anything?  Did 

God have to use Jonah in his plan?  Did God have to care one iota 

about Jonah?  NO!  He could have and probably should have let 

Jonah sink into darkness of the waters for his disobedience and 

rebellion. 

Verses 2, 7-9: Where did his hope lie? 

Jonah’s only hope was to rely upon the mercy of God. 

  

 He was a drowning sinner. 

Jonah had no claim on God.  He was sinking to the 

bottom of the ocean.  Honestly, he deserved it, and he 

realized it.  Jonah did not appeal to God on the basis of his 

own merits.  Jonah cried out to God.  It was a cry of 

desperation from the midst of his distress.   

AND HE ANSWERED ME… 

Read verse 3.  Jonah realized it was God’s storm, God’s 

waves, God’s billows that were bringing his destruction.  

He cried out to the God whose wrath he deserved.  What an 

amazing thought, that the God who at one moment was 

inflicting the wrath of a storm would the next moment 

bring salvation, but that is our God! 

  God is a God of wrath. 

The storm, the waves, the billows, the whole 

situation was orchestrated by God.  Jonah 

acknowledges in verse 3, “For YOU cast me into the 

deep.”  The wrath of God rested upon Jonah in his 

disobedience.  This is a display of God’s justice.  The 

disobedient son deserved punishment; however, as we 

discussed last week, it does not please God to execute 

his wrath. 

God is a God of mercy. 

People short change God in the Old Testament.  

How many people have heard someone use the false 

dichotomy, “The God of the OT is a God of Wrath, but 
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the God of the NT is a God of Mercy and Love”? The 

Truth is that God has always been a God whose 

ultimate pleasure is to show mercy to sinners like 

Jonah.  If they will only call out to God from their 

distress like Jonah, he will swiftly bring salvation. 

Sinners must come to their senses. 

 

Here’s an honest assessment of their situation: Ephesians 2:1-3 

 

I am sinking down to the depths. 

Without the intervention of God, we are 

destined to sink into hopeless death. 

I am helpless. 

We are all dead apart from God…we have the 

current rushing over our heads quickly engulfing us, 

and we are drowning in our helpless estate. 

I am a disobedient Son deserving God’s Wrath. 

Look again at what Paul says in Ephesians 2:3, 

“And we were by nature children of wrath, like the 

rest of mankind.” 

Men must realize their only Hope lies in God. 

Each nonbeliever must reach this point before God can 

step in and save.  Only when a man comes to his senses and 

realizes that he cannot do a thing on his own, that apart 

from God he will sink desperately into the depths, can God’s 

grace intervene. 

Then will he answer you! 

 

 Fighting the waves, fighting the billows will never work. 

If man still believes he can do something to bring 

himself back to the surface--that he can still fight the 

waves, that he can still swim for shore--God cannot and 

will not intervene on his behalf.   

 God’s Mercy never fails, however: Ephesians 2:4-9. 

  

  But God, being rich in mercy. 

God is rich in mercy.  When a sinner cries out for 

salvation, his mercy overflows into the life of that 

disobedient son.  God will swiftly rescue anyone who 

recognizes that their only hope is to throw 

themselves upon the mercy of the almighty God. 

 



 

 

4 

The Big Fish was God’s mercy to Jonah, and he knew it! 

It was the mercy of God when he averted the 

wrath Jonah deserved because of his disobedience.  The 

Big Fish came and saved him from the death blow of 

God’s wrath which would take his quickly failing life.  

God shows mercy when we don’t get what we deserve. 

  The Big Fish was God’s grace to Jonah. 

The Big Fish was also God’s grace.  Here’s the 

difference: Mercy is when we don’t get what we 

deserve; grace is when we get what we don’t deserve.  

The intervention of God through the Big Fish was a 

grace Jonah didn’t deserve.  Of all people, Jonah was 

least deserving of any special work from God. 

Verse 10: What is god’s response to a repentant Heart? 

 

Verse 9 sums up the final status of Jonah’s heart. 

 

“Salvation belongs to the Lord.” 

Jonah recognizes that God’s provision of the fish was 

a means of salvation.  His heart was filled with 

thanksgiving and praise.  He realized that all salvation 

was from the Lord. 

Don’t forget that Jonah is praying from the belly of a Fish! 

Jonah is praising God even though he has no 

guarantee that he will ever emerge from that Fish.  Yet God 

does choose to rescue Jonah, and we knew that all along 

because God would not have messed with the fish if He was 

going to let Jonah die in the end.  No, God had better plans. 

God’s Response to Jonah’s Prayer: Deliverance from the Fish. 

Jonah finished his prayer, and the very next verse says, 

“And the Lord spoke to the fish, and it vomited Jonah out upon 

the dry land.  It was no accident.  God responded to his prayer.   

What is the author’s agenda? 

It is obvious that Jonah is trying to tell us something, 

because as he is writing his experiences, he places the 

statement, “Salvation is from the Lord,” right next to the 

verse saying that God caused the fish to spit Jonah out. 

What is he saying about salvation?  

A person must realize that salvation belongs to 

God—-that it only comes through the mercy and grace 



 

 

5 

of God.  When a person cries out to God from the 

depths, he will rescue them. 

God is not into denial! 

God will not deny those who are seeking his mercy if they 

come with a heart of repentance.  

 

 
 

Next week we will look at what Jonah does with his second chance as 

he goes to Nineveh. 

Cause and effect: 

 

God caused. 

This book is riddled with acts of God that were 

intentional.  God caused things to happen to Jonah.  God 

caused a great wind, God caused the lot to fall to 

Jonah, God caused the sea to grow more tempestuous, 

God caused Jonah to be cast into the sea, and God 

caused the fish to swallow Jonah. 

 Jonah was affected. 

Causes of God were intentional steps to bring 

Jonah to repentance.  The wind, the storm, the fish, they 

were all meant to bring about an effect in the heart of 

Jonah.  He was disobedient and running from God before 

God caused.  However, the causes of God affected Jonah.  

They brought repentance. 

God was chasing Jonah. 

The events of this book were not by accident.  God 

was not surprised when Jonah ran from his call.  God 

knew how to bring Jonah back to himself.  He was 

pursuing Jonah, desiring to see a heart of repentance 

and praise in Jonah, so that he could intervene with 

mercy and grace. 

 God is chasing you. 

God works the very same way with each of us.  He 

sought us out, caused things to happen in our lives to 

bring us to a realization of our true status before him: 

We are helplessness and in danger of death.  This caused 

us to seek Him and his forgiveness and mercy because it is 

only through His intervention that we can be saved. 
 



Jonah 3:1-9 
“Repentant Paupers and a Repentant Pauper King” 

Teacher’s Edition 

 

 

 

This week we will see how God used Jonah’s repentance and 

obedience to trigger the salvation of an entire heathen city—from poor 

man all the way up to the king. 

 

Let’s investigate two primary issues: 

1. God’s Word at Work 

2. The Appearance of True Repentance 

 

Read Jonah 3:1-9. 

 

Verses 1-6: God’s Word at Work 

Jonah gets a second chance. 

 

Jonah is finally obedient.  “God said, ‘Arise and Go’…and Jonah 

arose and went.” 

It says in verse 1 that God gave Jonah a second 

chance to speak to the Ninevites, and this time Jonah did 

exactly as God instructed.   

God’s simple message: “In forty days you will be destroyed.” 

There is not even a qualification to the 

statement.  It’s not an “if, then”.  It’s a simple 

declaration of God’s impending judgment. 

We can assume that these are the exact words 

that God spoke to Jonah, simply because Jonah now 

realizes that God means business and expects Jonah 

to follow His instructions exactly.  

 God’s message through Jonah is a Doomsday Message.   

God tells Jonah to cry out against the city, not 

to preach a message of repentance.  The people of 

Review from Study #5: 

The Penitent Penitentiary Prayer of Jonah 

1. His helplessness and hopelessness before God 

2. Jonah was fully reliant upon the mercy of God for his 

salvation from death.  He could not do a thing to help 

himself; he needed God’s intervention.  

3. God’s response to a repentant heart: God desires to rescue 

those who call upon His name with sincerity of heart. 

Study #6 



 

 

2 

Nineveh are made aware of God’s pending judgment, 

but there is no hint toward mercy or forgiveness.   

Why isn’t repentance mentioned as an option? 

Isn’t this message self-serving for Jonah?  He 

wanted to see the city destroyed.  God is still teaching 

Jonah a lesson.  Jonah thinks he will witness the fall 

of the great city, but God is about to teach Jonah 

about the power of his word and the depth of his 

mercy.  Nineveh is like Jonah sinking to the bottom of 

the ocean: There is no visible option or means for 

salvation.  However, just like the fish, God will bring 

salvation to these wicked Ninevites at the moment of 

their repentance, even when they had no idea 

salvation was possible. 

 

The power of God’s Word is on display. 

  

 Verse 5: “And the people of Nineveh believed God.” 

The proclamation of God’s Word was powerful to 

convict the people of their sin.  When God’s Word is 

proclaimed, it will not return to him void.  Jonah is 

witnessing first hand the amazing power of God’s Word.   

Think about the comparison between Nineveh’s response 

and Jonah’s response in Chapter 1. 

Jonah is being put to shame.  God’s Word came to 

him, and he was so comfortable that his conscience 

couldn’t dissuade him from fleeing to tarshish.  

However, one simple proclamation of judgment 

stirred up faith in the pagan city of Nineveh. 

  From the least to the greatest of them. 

God’s Word was powerful to save the poor, the 

rich, the powerful, the weak, everyone from the least 

to the greatest. 

Verse 6: And the King believed too! 

Jonah’s proclamation finally reaches the king of 

Nineveh.  This is the moment of truth.  The King’s reaction to 

Jonah’s message would be the telltale sign for the entire 

land.  Often the people would go the way the king went. 

A King who was ruthless. 

This king would normally have a person like 

Jonah tortured and killed for such treasonous 

words! 



 

 

3 

  A King who was very proud and powerful. 

Kings in Bible times tended to be proud and 

haughty.  This king of Assyria was actually the ruler 

of the entire civilized world in Jonah’s day. 

A king who could have silenced Jonah, an indolent 

foreigner. 

Jonah is a foreigner speaking foreboding words 

in a country filled with people who enjoy killing and 

torturing their conquered enemies, yet the King did 

not kill Jonah. 

Why didn’t the King have Jonah executed? 

God’s Word is powerful to save, from the least 

of men even to the greatest King.  It was the 

conviction of God’s Word that brought repentance in 

the heart of the King instead of rage. 

 

God was at work through his Message. 

God’s Word does two things in this story.  It brings 

attention to his Character.  It reveals to the people of Nineveh 

who he as God is.  Second, it reveals to the people who they are: 

Sinners. 

 The message revealed who God is. 

In this story, God’s message to the Ninevites revealed 

God’s justice.  He is not a God who will allow sin to 

continue unabated and unpunished.  The gentile nations 

throughout the Old Testament each met their end because 

of their wickedness.   

The Bible itself is God’s Message to mankind.  It was 

given to God’s people as a gift—-it reveals who he is.  We 

would not understand God’s character without the Bible.  

Without the Bible, we would never know that Jesus died for 

our sins so many years ago, and we would remain 

oblivious to God’s amazing love for us. 

Remember that the Book of Jonah communicates 

something about God’s Character: He is a God of patience 

love, and he is a God who desires to use us in his plan. 

 The message revealed who the Ninevites were. 

God’s Word worked in the hearts of the people to 

bring conviction.  It caused the people to realize who they 

really were: sinners.  They were living lives that were 

offensive to the Almighty God.  They realized that they 
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lived under the pending judgment of God, and they had no 

hope apart from the mercy of that God. 

 God’s Word reveals who we are: Romans 3:20-24. 

The Message God sends to sinners is a message about 

reality.  We realize our lives are filled with sins that 

condemn us.  However, Praise the Lord that the message is 

more than that.  It shows us the justification and 

forgiveness that can be found in Jesus Christ. 

 

Verses 6-9: The Appearance of True Repentance 

How did God’s Word affect the King? 

The King’s reaction to hearing God’s message from Jonah is 

a perfect example of true repentance.  His actions are 

representative of what was occurring throughout the entire 

city of Nineveh, and he led the people in their act of repentance 

toward God. 

 The Message Struck the King of Nineveh. 

This word is “naga” in Hebrew, and it means to “hit, 

strike, reach” as with a sickness or with wrath.  This word 

naga is the same word that is used when referring to being 

struck with leprosy, and it is the same word used when 

referring to the plagues that struck Egypt. 

Again, think about how differently the King and Jonah each 

responded to God’s Message. 

The king was hit hard by Jonah’s proclamation.  This 

is important, because we see the contrast between Jonah’s 

previous responses to God’s call and the king’s first 

reaction to the Word of God.   

He was struck, like a gut check, and what was his 

response?  

The King had an immediate change of heart.   

Let’s look at the nature of the King’s repentance. 

 

The King’s Repentance (in Three Acts) 

Each step in the King’s reaction is an essential part of 

repentance.  True repentance will contain each of these three 

parts, and anything less is not true repentance. 

 Act 1: Get rid of your pride. 

It says in verse 6 that (1) the King got off of his 

throne, and (2) he took off his cloak.   

  The King got off his throne.   
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In the NIV or whatever other English version of 

the Bible you have, you probably miss the significance 

of this statement.  The word there is actually “throne 

of honor.”  The king climbed down from his rightful 

place of honor.  This is a stunning action, for kings of 

that day were well known for their unwillingness to 

submit their power to anyone. 

The king took off his cloak.   

This sound normal too, until you know the 

significance of this act.  The word cloak also can be 

translated glory.  So the king is taking off his glory, 

his honor.  He is forsaking what is rightfully his by 

law, and before God he is getting rid of his pride. 

The king has had such a change of heart, that he 

is driven to do these things.  The first action of a 

repentant heart is removing your pride. 

 

 Act 2: Put on humility. 

The king’s actions were visible representations of 

what was happening in his heart.  When he put on the 

sackcloth and covered his head with ashes, he was making 

a statement about the state of his heart. 

  The King covered himself in sackcloth. 

Instead of the royal robe of honor, he donned 

sackcloth to show his true poverty before the Lord.  

His life was empty apart from God, and he understood 

that even the King of the World was still a beggar in 

the courts of the Lord.  He humbled himself as part of 

his expression of true repentance. 

  The King sat in ashes. (Read Psalm 51:17) 

The King mourned over his sin.  The actions here 

are expressed with intensive verbs.  The author wants 

us to see that the King is not doing this for show.  He 

is sincerely grieved by his sins, and he is humbling 

himself to the lowest point before God.  These two 

actions were normally performed when a person was 

notified of a tragic event.  He is mourning over his sin 

and the sin of the nation as if a national tragedy had 

occurred—-and it had.  They had been sinning against 

the Almighty God! 
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 Act 3: Turn from your ways. 

   

The King issued a decree: everyone turn from his evil way! 

True repentance is not simply feeling bad about 

your sin.  If we stop at act 2, we haven’t fully 

repented—we’ve only felt remorse.  True repentance 

requires ‘turning’.  The word ‘to turn’ and the word 

‘repent’ are the same word in the Old Testament.  The 

essence of repentance is turning—turning from past 

sin, and turning toward righteous living. 

  Beg for salvation!  (Verse 9) 

Read verse 9.  Even this pagan king recognized 

that repentance would not save his nation.  They had 

to throw themselves upon the mercy of God.  It was 

God’s prerogative to save this city from the coming 

wrath, and the King urged the people to beg God for 

salvation.   

 

 
 

Next week, we will see God’s response to their repentance.  We 

will also answer the questions: “Were the Ninevites saved by their 

works?”, and “does God change?” 

“Turning” in the Old Testament: 

 

Ezekiel 33:11: Say to them, “'As surely as I live’, declares the 

Sovereign LORD, ‘I take no pleasure in the death of the wicked, but 

rather that they turnturnturnturn fromfromfromfrom theirtheirtheirtheir wayswayswaysways and live. TurnTurnTurnTurn! TurnTurnTurnTurn fromfromfromfrom 

youryouryouryour evil evil evil evil wayswayswaysways! Why will you die, O house of Israel?’” 

 

Jeremiah 18:11: Now therefore say to the people of Judah and those 

living in Jerusalem, “This is what the LORD says: ‘Look! I am 

preparing a disaster for you and devising a plan against you. So 

turnturnturnturn fromfromfromfrom youryouryouryour evilevilevilevil wayswayswaysways, each one of you, and reform youryouryouryour wayswayswaysways 

and youryouryouryour actionsactionsactionsactions.’” 
 

2 Kings 17:13: “The LORD warned Israel and Judah through all his 

prophets and seers: "TurnTurnTurnTurn fromfromfromfrom youryouryouryour evilevilevilevil wayswayswaysways. Observe my 

commands and decrees, in accordance with the entire Law that I 

commanded youryouryouryour fathers to obey and that I delivered to you 

through my servants the prophets." 



Jonah 3:10 
“Does a Repenting God Justify By Works?” 

Teacher’s Edition 

 

 

 

Today’s verse has two major issues in it.  It’s important for us to 

investigate these two major questions before we continue to chapter 

4.  Here they are: 

 

Question #1: Were the people of Nineveh saved by their deeds? 

 Question #2: Does God change? 

 At first glance, this verse seems to call into question two things 

that are essential to our Christian beliefs.  Let’s investigate what 

Jonah meant by what he wrote in this verse! 

 

Question #1: Were the people of Nineveh saved by their deeds? 

Where’s the problem? 

 

KJV: “And God saw their works…” 

The passage communicates that God looked upon their 

works, and he saw them reforming their ways, and so he 

relented from the disaster that he was bringing upon them.   

 What is the author communicating? 

Doesn’t this communicate that God will save 

people who clean up their act?  All that people need to 

do is do good instead of doing wrong, and God will 

not punish them for their sins. 

 The formula: Good Works + Turn from Evil = Salvation? 

This is the common formula for living in our 

world today.  People may not put in these exact terms, 

but they live by this rule.  As long as I do good things 

and I try to not do bad things, I will go to heaven. 

 Jonah seems to affirm this formula--Is this a problem? 

Review from Study #6: 

Repentant Paupers and a Repentant Pauper King 

1. God’s Word at Work:  Remember the power of his Word, and 

remember that he works through his message. 

2. What is the appearance of true repentance?  

Taking off pride, putting on humility, and turn from your 

sinful ways. 

 

“Who knows?  God may turn and relent and turn from his fierce 

anger, so that we may not perish!” 

Study #7 
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Maybe this IS what the bible teaches.  Do all “good” 

people go to heaven?  Were the people of Nineveh saved 

from judgment because they chose to do good instead of 

doing evil? 

  YES!  It contradicts Scripture! 

If this is our understanding of Jonah 3:10, it is a 

problem, because it contradicts other parts of the 

Bible.  We have to remember that contradictions in the 

Bible are only apparent contradictions.   

  How do we resolve this problem? 

    

   Seek the Truth.  Failure is not an option! 

We cannot give up and say, “Well, the Bible 

just has some errors and falsehoods in it.”  When 

we come upon a passage that does not seem to fit 

the rest of the Bible, we have to do investigating 

to figure out how it fits into the rest of God’s 

Word.  Failure is not an option!  The Bible is all 

true, and every part of it fits perfectly with the 

rest.  If we are faithful to put the work in, God 

will be faithful to show us how it all fits 

perfectly together. 

   Analogia Fidei: Let Scripture be its own interpreter. 

One of the great principles we hold to is the 

analogy of Faith (Analogia Fidei).  This principle 

states that the Bible is its own best interpreter.  

When we come to difficult passages in the Bible, 

we are to look to the clearer passages to help 

interpret the more difficult ones. 

Here in Jonah 3:10, we have a difficult 

verse, but we will be able to understand it better 

if we look at some other passages of Scripture 

that speak to the same issues. 

Evidence: Finding a Solution. 

  

 Exhibit A: Galatians 2:15-16 

 

Paul says, “Even Jews know that we can’t be saved by 

works of the law!” 

  Paul is showing his readers that both Jews and 

Gentiles had to find their salvation in Jesus Christ 
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alone.  There was no way to be justified before God 

accept through faith alone. 

“By Works of the law no one will be justified.” 

  This seems to go directly against what Jonah 

stated in verse 10.  However, Paul is making it very 

clear that God does not justify people based upon 

how “good” they can be. 

“So we have believed in Jesus Christ, in order to be justified 

by faith in Christ.” 

  We are justified in the eyes of God because we 

have placed our faith in Jesus Christ.  It has nothing 

to do with our ability to turn from our ways, or our 

ability to do good things.   

 

Something is not matching up here.  Either we 

don’t understand Jonah, or we have a major problem! 

 Exhibit B: Romans 3:21-24 

  

  “Righteousness has been manifested apart from the Law.” 

Paul has explained in Romans that all fall 

under the curse of sin, whether Jew, Greek, slave, or 

freeman.  None of us have been able to obtain 

righteousness through obedience to the law.  We can’t 

do enough good works to earn righteousness before 

God.  So, God brought righteousness to us apart from 

the law. 

  “For all have sinned and fall short of the Glory of God.” 

There is no way for us to grasp the Glory of 

God.  We have all fallen desperately short.  “ALL” 

includes the Ninevites, and it includes us. 

  “And are justified by his grace as a gift.” 

No one has a claim on justification before God.  

We are granted justification through the redemption 

of Jesus.  The Ninevites could not have been justified 

on the basis of their works, because justification 

before God is a gift, according to Paul. 

 Exhibit C: Hebrews 11 

   

  “By Faith…” 

This book was written to a Hebrew audience.  

This author is specifically presenting how to interpret 
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the Old Testament.  How should we understand 

salvation in the Old Testament?  It came “by faith”.   

  How were people saved in the Old Testament? 

Grace is a gift, as Paul reminded us in Romans 4.  

People in the Old Testament were saved when they 

placed their full reliance, their entire faith in God for 

his mercy and grace.  They didn’t fully understand 

how God would save them—through Christ—but they 

knew that they needed God’s gift of grace for 

salvation.  They were saved “by faith”. 

What about Jonah 3:10--WHAT’S THE ANSWER? 

Having surveyed these other texts, we can return to Jonah 

with clarity of mind.  Let’s re-read the passage and see if we can 

make sense of it. 

KJV: “And God saw their works, that they turned from their evil 

way” 

  

 Their works were like a Heart Monitor. 

The men of Nineveh were not justified before God 

because of their fasting, sackcloth, and ashes.  No, 

these signs showed true repentance in their hearts. 

 The People “turned”—-they “repented” 

Remember that the words “turn” and “repent” are 

the same word in Hebrew.  God did not bring 

salvation because of their works.  Rather, their deeds 

indicated that they were repentant; their deeds 

showed they were placing their faith in God for mercy. 

 God brought salvation because it is what he loves to do. 

  God saved Nineveh because he is a God of mercy.  His 

desire all along was to rescue Nineveh.  However, he had to 

bring them to repentance before he could bring salvation.  

Salvation came by faith, not by works.  

Question #2: Does God Change? 

Where’s the problem? 

  

KJV: “and God repented of the evil, that he had said that he 

would do unto them; and he did it not.” 

  The word here actually indicates remorse or feeling 

sorry about something.  Is God capable of changing his 

mind?  Does he repent?  Does he change? 

 Does god’s Mind work like the minds of Men? 



 

 

5 

Open Theology says that God does not know our 

future decisions, and he reacts and changes his mind based 

on our free choices.  Is this true?  Does God change his mind 

like men do? 

Evidence: Searching for a Solution. 

 

 Exhibit A: Malachi 3:6-7a 

 

  “For I the LORD do not change.” 

The Lord makes this statement about himself.  

This is one of the most comforting things about God: 

that he does not change.  He promises the people of 

Israel that he will always respond to a repentant 

people.  That will never change. 

  “Return to me, and I will return to you.” 

The Lord is a God who will return to the 

repentant heart.  This will never change.  Remember 

this.  The people of Israel were rebellious from the 

beginning, and God was a God of mercy from the 

beginning.  The children of Jacob were not consumed 

because the Lord does not Change.  He had a plan for 

this people despite their rebellion, and he was 

determined to accomplish it; he would not change. 

 Exhibit B: 2 Samuel 2:22-23 

 

  "The LORD is my rock and my fortress and my deliverer” 

David and others in the Bible call God a “rock” 

because unlike shifting sand, he has always held firm.  

He does not change.  He is always the same God.  He is 

an immovable fortress.  

  “My stronghold and my refuge, my Savior” 

God is a stronghold and a refuge.  These two 

words are metaphors for God’s immutability.  He does 

not change.  He remains the same even when the world 

is sinking around us.  David finds this to be a comfort.  

Open Theists think an immutable God is a tyrant, but 

David saw him as a comfort. 

 Exhibit C: Numbers 23:18-20 

This is an utterance of Balaam, a false prophet who 

was forced to prophecy good things about the people of 

Israel. 

  “God is not a man…that he should change his mind” 
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What is Balaam saying?  God determines 

something, and he does not change his mind.  His plan 

will be accomplished, and he does not have to nor 

does he ever change his mind.  We have to realize that 

God is not man.  He has a plan, and he is 

accomplishing that plan without deterrence.  

  “Has he said, and will he not do it?” 

The answer Balaam expects is, “No, Never.”  God 

always does what he says he will do.  God does not 

change his mind.  It’s that simple. 

What about Jonah 3:10—-What’s the answer? 

  

 Did God Change?  No.  But what about, “And God relented…”? 

The previous scriptures establish clearly that God is 

not a God who changes or who changes his mind.  When 

God started his plan with Jonah and Nineveh, he continued 

with the plan all the way through. 

God is not deterred or surprised by the actions of Jonah or 

Nineveh. 

  What we are witnessing in the book of Jonah is not 

that God changed his plan, but that God changed men to 

accomplish his plan.  He changed the heart of Jonah, and 

now we see him change the hearts of the people in Nineveh. 

God knew the people would repent—-because this was his plan. 

  God’s plan all along was to bring salvation to 

Nineveh, not wrath.  However, he had to change the people 

before he could save them. 

God is a God of wrath and love.  The People changed, God didn’t. 

  When the people were living in their sins, they were 

very literally living under the pending judgment of God.  

However, when they repented with sorrow, and they 

begged God for mercy, they moved from being under God’s 

wrath to being under God’s love.  God did not change; he 

changed the people.  He is always wrathful against sin, and 

he is always loving toward repentant sinners. 

God’s acts the same way every time toward repentant sinners. 

  God always saves those who put their faith in him.  

God would have changed if he hadn’t saved Nineveh! 

 

Thank God that He is love!  He desires to save sinners who turn 

from their wickedness and place their faith and trust in the Savior 

Jesus Christ. 



Jonah 4:1-2 
“The Truth and The Problem” 

Teacher’s Edition 

 

 

 

This week we will talk about God’s Nature, because God saved 
Nineveh in accordance with who he is.  Jonah knew it from the start. 
 
We are going to look into a truth and a problem this study:  
 
The Truth: 

God is a God of Favor and Tender-compassion, long-suffering 
and rich in loving-kindness, who relents from his wrath. 

The Problem: 
 Jonah knew the truth, and it made him angry. 
 

The TRUTH: God is Quite an Awesome God 

Remember that God does not change. 
The beauty of Jonah’s statement is that the truths he 

proclaims about God in his day are still true about God today.  
these same traits characterize our God at all times. 

Truth #1: God is a God of Favor and tender-compassion. 
  
 The word “grace” in the OT is actually the word “favor”. 

As we talked about last week, grace is a gift.  Grace is 
when we get something we don’t deserve.  God’s favor is 
not something we earn.  He does not bestow his favor on 
the basis of merit.  It is a gift.  Nineveh experienced God’s 
favor not because they were a righteous people, but because 
God IS a God of Favor—-it’s part of his nature to show 
unmerited favor to whom he will. 

 Why did God’s favor fall on Nineveh, but not other nations? 

Review from Study #7: 
The focus was on Jonah 3:10. There were two major “inconsistencies” 

in the passage:  
1. Were the Ninevites saved because of their works?  
2. Does God change? 

 
The answer to both questions is “No!”  Nineveh’s works only 

reflected what was taking place in their heart.  Additionally, God 
does not change.  He knew he was going to save Nineveh; what 

changed was not God but the people. 

Study #8 
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This is a really difficult question.  We cannot explain 
why God decided to show his favor toward Nineveh but not 
to other nations.  However, the question we really ought 
to ask is why God showed favor to Nineveh at all? 

 Read Ephesians 1:5-8. 
 
  God’s Grace is not accidental or last minute. 

Paul tells us that God decides beforehand when 
he will pour out his grace.  He has a plan, and he spills 
out his grace according to that perfect plan.  
Forgiveness of our trespasses happens “according to 
the riches of his grace.” 

God’s lavish grace is poured out in accordance with his 
predetermined will. 

  The grace of God works in accordance with “the 
purpose of his will”.  Grace does not happen by 
accident.  It is an outflow of the will of God.  It is an 
amazing blessing, and it is lavished on people who are 
sinful and undeserving. 

Jonah recognized the tell-tale signs of God’s grace. 
  Jonah notes that he ran away to tarshish 

precisely for this reason: He could see God’s planned 
grace getting ready for action.  He could see signs of 
grace all over the call he received, and he didn’t want 
God’s grace to pour out on Nineveh. 

 The compassion of God is like a Mother’s tenderness to her Child. 
God saw Nineveh living in their sin, and he could have 

left them there.  However, his compassion motivated him to 
send Jonah to warn them of the consequences of their 
rebellion.  Remember in Matthew 9:36, Jesus looks upon the 
crowd, and he is moved with compassion because they were 
like sheep without a shepherd.  God’s feeling toward 
Nineveh was one of compassion, not anger.   

  Nineveh was separated from God and utterly alone. 
They were unaware of the wrath that hung over 

them.  It was the compassion of God’s heart that 
drove him to graciously send Jonah.   

Read 2 Peter 3:9.   
God knew his grace would reach its full effect: 

Repentance and Forgiveness.  His compassionate heart 
desires that all men might return to him.  In the case 
of Nineveh, the showering of God’s grace 
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accomplished its objective: the salvation of a sinful 
people. 

Truth #2: God is long-suffering and rich in loving-kindness. 
 
 What does it mean to be long-suffering?   

The term here is literally rendered “to put anger far 
away”.  The God of the Bible is not an angry God.  Rather, he 
is patient—-extremely patient!  He places his anger far away; 
it takes a long time to rouse the anger of God. 

 God is not a grudge-holder. 
God’s anger does not prevent him from forgiveness.  It 

does not take God time to get over our sins.  He is patient 
and long-suffering; he does not count sin against those 
who are humble and repentant at heart. 

 God is Rich in “HESED”. 
This term, when translated, does not do justice to all 

of the meaning it embodies.  It is so much more than just 
love or kindness. 

  He is rich in Love. 
HESED has to do with god’s love.  God’s love 

overcomes any sin or offense.  His love allows him 
even to accept wicked people like the Ninevites.  Jonah 
knew this was God’s nature, and his worst fears came 
true when he saw God’s love on display once again. 

  He is rich in Kindness. 
HESED has to do with God’s kindness.  His 

kindness drives him to treat human beings gently and 
not according to what their deeds deserve. 

  He is rich in faithfulness to his promises. 
Ultimately, HESED has to do with God’s 

faithfulness.  When God promised to act in a certain 
way, he always kept his promise.  God’s covenant with 
Israel was made with HESED.  Regardless of how Israel 
acted, God always kept his promises.   

Truth #3: God Relents from his Wrath. 
  
 God did not bring the wrath he had promised to Nineveh. 

This was not an accident or an inconsistency on the 
part of God.  Rather, God’s character as a compassionate 
and promise-keeping God guarantees that he will not 
execute judgment on repentant hearts.   
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God’s love and compassion make him a God who loves to divert 
his wrath. 

  God is not simply obligated by his promises to save 
those who throw themselves on his mercy.  He is delighted 
to do so.  There is nothing that delights God more than to 
avert his judgment from sinners doomed to destruction.  
However, when he diverts his wrath, it must be pointed 
somewhere.   

God’s wrath has been diverted toward his Son. 
  Salvation comes to sinners because the wrath that 

was theirs was redirected toward Jesus Christ on the cross.  
This is how God enabled his compassion and love to win. 

The Problem: Jonah knew the truth, and it made him angry! 

Jonah tells God that he knew this would happen. 
 
 Jonah had a feeling God wouldn’t punish Nineveh. 

Sadly, Jonah cooperated with God’s plan in the end 
with hopes that god would actually carry out the 
judgment he pronounced upon the city of Nineveh.  
However, in the back of his mind, he knew God’s character, 
and he hoped to goodness sake that God’s grace would not 
be poured into the hearts of the people. 

 Jonah was not surprised by how things turned out. 
In fact, Jonah expected it, and that’s why he ran.  He 

ran to tarshish because his greatest fear was to be used as 
an instrument of grace to a people that he hated with all 
his heart. 

Jonah was furious at God for sending him as an instrument of Grace. 
The prayer of Jonah IN verse 2 is preceded by a word that 

serves kind of like a giant exclamation mark.  It indicates 
intensity of speech.  Jonah was yelling at God.  He was extremely 
angry.  The text reads, “His [anger] was kindled.”  He was hot 
with anger at God for using him to bring grace to Nineveh.  Had 
wanted no part in it from the start. 

Jonah believed in his heart that a huge injustice had been done. 
 
 God’s actions were wrong in Jonah’s eyes. 

It’s not that God’s actions displeased Jonah; they 
were actually evil, wrong in his eyes.  Our translations do 
not like to attribute ‘evil’ to God, but that is exactly what 
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Jonah calls it.  The word he uses twice here is the word for 
‘evil’ or ‘bad’.  He calls it ‘a great evil’. 

 Were God’s actions unjust? 
YES!  If justice was done, Nineveh would have received 

the wages of sin: death.  But they received mercy because 
they repented, and this made Jonah angry because his 
heart’s desire was to see Nineveh wiped off the map. 

Jonah had forgotten the great act of injustice he had just 
experienced. 

  
 Should God have saved Jonah? 

NO!  The just thing would have been to allow Jonah 
to die at sea.  However, God’s compassion and faithfulness 
to his promise drove him to bring salvation to Jonah the 
moment he repented of his sin. 

 The plight of Jonah and the plight of Nineveh are one in the same. 
Jonah did not realize that he deserved God’s wrath 

just as much as Nineveh did.  Jonah did not understand 
that all men, whether Jew or not, stand on the same level 
before God’s judgment.  All deserve the same destruction; 
only by God’s intervening grace does a man gain 
salvation. 

 

 
 

Next week, we will see further how God’s sovereignty and his 
compassion weave together in his perfect plan. 

If this is God’s compassionate love toward us, what should we do 
in response? 
 
1. Read Romans 12:1.  In view of God’s mercies, we are to offer 
ourselves as living sacrifices to God. 

2. Read Colossians 3:12-13.  we are to show the same measure of 
compassion that was shown to us. 

 



Jonah 4:3-11 
“The ‘Grace’ Plant, God’s Plan, and God’s Love” 

Teacher’s Edition 

 

 

 

 

This week: The lesson of the plant 

1. What do we take away from Jonah as a ‘man of God’? 

2. God’s Plan 

3. God’s Compassionate Love 

 

 

Verses 3 and 9: Jonah, the ‘Man of God’? 

What has happened to Jonah in these four chapters? 

Jonah certainly has been through a lot in this short book.  

This is one of the only prophets in the Old Testament whose 

primary message is the story of his life.  Most prophets wrote 

their prophetic messages, but we know shockingly little about 

their lives.  However, Jonah has included some very 

incriminating and interesting parts of his life.   

 The call of God—-and Jonah’s subsequent flight to Tarshish. 

The book opened with God’s call--and Jonah 

immediately got on the next boat to the furthest part of 

the world away from Nineveh: Tarshish.  Here in chapter 4, 

Jonah comes back around to that fateful day saying, “I 

fled because I knew you were going to save Nineveh!” 

The Storm. 

Jonah was so comfortable with God’s voice and acts 

in his life, that he was able to sleep through a dreadful God 

induced storm on the high seas.  Jonah, the man of God, 

endangered the lives of innocent men in his run from God. 

 The Lot. 

When the men cast lots, God caused the lot to fall to 

Jonah.  However, in their compassion, the sailors still 

sought another way to quell the storm.  Ultimately, they 

were forced by God to throw Jonah overboard. 

Review from Study #8: 

The Truth: 

God is a God of Favor and Tender-compassion, long-suffering 

and rich in loving-kindness, who relents from his 

wrath. 

The Problem: 

 Jonah knew the truth, and it made him angry. 
 

Study #9 
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The Big Fish. 

As Jonah sank into the depths, his heart broke.  He 

repented and cried out to God, who had prepared salvation 

in the strangest way: A Big Fish!  The fish was Jonah’s 

salvation. 

 Jonah’s obedience and message: “40 days until destruction.” 

Jonah realized God was intent on using him in His 

plan.  So, he went to Nineveh with a message of judgment.  

However, God put this harsh message in the mouth of Jonah 

to use him as an instrument of mercy. 

 Repentance on a national scale! 

The people were cut to the heart, and they repented in 

humility before God, from the greatest to the least. 

 Judgment relented. 

God did not change; the people did.  And when they 

repented, God was more than willing--he rejoiced--to save 

repentant sinners from pending wrath. 

SO…Why do we find an angry Jonah as the story ends? 

Jonah’s life has been a rollercoaster driven by God’s 

compassionate love.  His love toward Jonah and his love toward 

Nineveh have driven the plot of this story along.  Why then is 

Jonah so angry?  

Jonah has to learn one last lesson: The lesson of the Plant 

It is easy for us to scold Jonah for not understanding 

God, but do any of us fully comprehend God in all of his 

ways?  We have been able to see behind the scenes this entire 

story, but Jonah doesn’t have that advantage as he is 

living these events. 

Jonah has not grasped the connection between God’s love and 

his Plan. 

The lesson of the Plant is a lesson about how God’s 

love and God’s Plan work together.  At this point, Jonah is 

still blinded by his prejudices against the Assyrian people, 

and he doesn’t realize that he was no better off than 

Nineveh apart from God.  

Verses 6-11: The Lesson of the Plant 

Theme #1: God has a plan. 

One of the two main themes in this book is God’s Plan.  The 

events of this book are not the result of chance or God’s great 

reaction time to unexpected turns of the plot.  God had this 

whole thing planned out from beginning to end, and he 
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sovereignly steered the characters and circumstances of this 

story to arrive at His desired end. 

God appointed a ‘Grace’ plant.  

The plant is a symbol of God’s grace.  Jonah did not 

plant, water, or tend to this plant, yet he benefited from its 

shade.  This was meant as an object lesson to Jonah and to 

us.  God’s grace is not something we claim or earn.  It is 

something we enjoy when he chooses to give it. 

God appointed a worm. 

The worm took the plant from Jonah as quickly as it 

had come.  This infuriated Jonah.  God was teaching Jonah 

that his grace is a vehicle of his sovereign plan.  God 

appointed the plant, and he appointed the worm to take the 

plant away.  God’s grace acts as a part of his plan.  Jonah 

had done nothing to merit the plant, and it was God’s will 

and plan to give it and to take it away. 

 Read Job 38:1-5; 42:1-6. 

Job is a man who underwent a similar experience to 

Jonah.  He did not understand the Sovereign plan of God.  

However, he came to realize that God’s purposes are perfect 

and will be accomplished.  As Job said, the grace of God is 

“too wonderful for me, which I did not know”. 

 Ultimately, Jonah was angry because he did not like God’s plan. 

Salvation of the city of Nineveh was a tough pill to 

swallow.  Jonah just would not come to grips with the fact 

that God could plan to save him--and Nineveh.  It was too 

much.  This is where Jonah has to relearn Theme #2: God’s 

love. 

Theme #2: God is love. 

If these two themes were put in order of priority, then this 

theme would certainly come first.  You see, God’s plan is simply a 

means to enact his love.  God is Love, as 1 John so simply and 

beautifully puts it.  His plan is the outworking of his nature.  We 

cannot approach God’s sovereignty without first granting that 

his love steers and compels him in everything he determines to do. 

 Weeping over a Weed: Jonah had his priorities out of whack! 

God confronts Jonah in verse 10 about his feelings for 

the plant—-a plant that sprung up overnight and withered 

just as quickly.  Jonah felt pity for the plant, an inanimate 

stem with a few leaves that had only existed for a day and 

had no eternal significance.  However, he had no pity for a 
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city filled with over 120,000 people who were on the brink of 

total destruction. 

 The plant is also a lesson about God’s love—-his love for Nineveh. 

God does not treat people and plants the same.  That 

is the point of this object lesson.  Jonah actually gives 

priority to a plant, but God saw the surpassing worth of 

thousands of precious human lives about to fall off the 

precipice into eternal wrath.  His love compelled him to 

intervene.  God rebukes Jonah because, if he had pity for a 

plant’s demise, should he not have infinitely more pity on a 

city of thousands of people that was about to meet its end?  

 God appointed a worm to save Nineveh. 

Unlike the plant that was destroyed by a worm in 

plan of God, Nineveh was saved by a worm—-Jonah.  Jonah 

truly was an undeserving man before God.  He didn’t 

deserve to be a prophet, he didn’t deserve God’s salvation, 

and he didn’t deserve God’s patience on this mountain. 

 We never merit God’s Love. 

After Jonah repented, he should have acted more 

compassionately toward Nineveh, and he should have 

understood God’s love better.  However, God’s love was 

not dependent on whether Jonah grew.  Jonah’s behavior 

did not merit more or less love.  The love of God is always 

patient, always kind, always forgiving.  We never behave 

‘well’ enough to make God’s love make sense! 

 

 
 

God’s love will never make sense.  Why would he love us!? 

  

 Jonah has gotten a bad rap throughout the years, but we 

have to remember that he wrote this story for our benefit.  That 

must have been pretty humbling.  I believe he finally came to realize 

God’s plan and God’s Love, otherwise the story would have been 

told very differently.   

 

Ultimately, if we are unbelievers, we are all like Nineveh, and 

if we are believers, we are like Jonah.  Only God’s sovereign love 

can rescue us from ourselves!  Praise be to God for saving 

undeserving and unsuspecting sinners like Nineveh.  Praise be to 

God for pursuing his straying children, like Jonah, for the sake of 

his loving plan! 


